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INTRODUCTION

When the Common Core State Standards Initiative, alstéteffort coordinated by the National Governors
Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers, reldas#d/ersions of the voluntary common
standards for English/language arts andh@atics in June 2010, policymakers across the nation moved to
formally approve the new academic benchmavkishough 46states and the District of Columleaentually
adopted theommon ore statestandards (CCSS¥everal states have more recently rese course on
adoption

The ultimate impact of theommon corevill be heavily influenced by how educators and school systems
managea host of complex implementation challengeslved in putting into practicthe higher, morainiform
academi@xpectations. Among the daunting tasks facing adopters: identifying instructional materials aligned
to the new content framewakdriving change ifnstructional practicg trainingstaff, and otherwise providing

the suppodnecessary to teach to thewmstandards

In addition,arapidly approachingext generation aissessments measuring studemisstery of theew
standardss expectedo posesignificant implementation hurdle§.wo national consortéa Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for IEgk and Careers (PARCC) and Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
(SBAC)d are leading development of new assessment systems aligned with the commdinearensortia
conducted fields tests in the spring of 2014, with the first full administratiore@fsbessments to take place
the 201415 school year.

In the years since adoption of tbe@mmon core standard®achers in most states have been working to
incorporate the new expectations for what students should know and be able to do into theassadgm
instruction Increasing attention has also turned to prepatngents for the upcoming assessments.

To | earn more about educat osadtheureadinesto potfthemhinte ¢ o mm
practice, the Education Week Researemi€d with support fromThe William and Flora Hewlett

Foundatio® conducted aationalsurvey of registered users of edweek.&dpication Weeks f | agshi p
website. About500teachers and instructional specialists responded to the survey, which wasdieidgdhe
201314 school yearA follow-up to asimilar surveyconductedh year earlierthis studytracksmovement on

such key issues as familiarity with tbemmonstandards, availabilitgnd quality ofaligned curricular

resourcesand professional development experiences. It also delves deeper into perspectives on assessmen
aligned to the common standards.

This report presents findings from thewsuwey and offers critical insights into: educatoagareness of the
standards and the assessments tied to them; the curricular resources and training they have received to supj
classroom practice; the impact of the new benchmarks on instruction anct $&adeing; and a range of other
topics.
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http://www.edweek.org/media/epe_survey_teacher_perspctives_common_core_2013.pdf

To better understand teach&vgews on the
commoncore statestandards (CCSS), the
Education Week Research Center invited
users of edweek.ofgEducation Wedk
flagshipwebsité to participatén an online
survey in October 2013

Surveys were received from approximately
500 qualifiedrespondent$ teachersand
instructional specialists in-H2 schools.The
results presented in this report focus on the
457 respondents from states thatladopted
the commorcore

While not statistically representative of the
natiorts educators, respondents include a
diverse group of teachers and instructional
specialists who span a wide range of subjec
areas, grade levels, and geographic region:

The survey exaines educatoés/iews on a
varietyof issues related to thmmon corg
including: familiarity with the standards and
aligned assessments; curricular resources;
professional development and training;
preparedness for threew standardand
assesments; antheirimpacton classroom
instruction and student learning

While a large majority of respondents repor
having some familiarity with theommon
standardsn both English/language arts (EL/
and mathematics, respondents are less
familiar with the aligned assessments being
developedy two national consortia

Fewerthan half of respondenkelievethat
their textbooks and other main curricular
materials are aligned to tikemmon core

While most respondents report having acce
to highquality multimedia and other
supplementary resourcabgned to the
common corefewerthan half report access t
high-quality, aligned textbooks

EXECUTN&JMMARY

Whenseeking guidancen curricular
materialsaligned with the new standards
teachersput the most trush the opinions of
otherteachers and statements from
independent panels of experts

Although a large majority of educators have
received some professional development fc
the common core, neargight in 10report
wanting more.

The mostommon trainig topics arehe ELA
and mathstandardsand alignment between
thenew standardand the stat® prior
frameworks Few respondents report
receiving training on the common
assessments

Respondentgeport that the most useful form
of training involvecdlaborative planning
time, professional learning communities,
structured training opportuiiés, and job
embedded coaching

Educatordeel moderately prepared to teach
thecommon coréo their students as a whole
However, their confidence drops for aart
student groupsarticularlyEnglishlanguage
learners and students with disabilities

Teachers believe that their schools are mor
prepared to put theommon standardato
practice than they are to implement aligned
assessments

Very few teacherteel their students are
highly preparedo master theammmon
standard®r theassessmentsked to them

Most educatorbelieve thecommon corewill
have gpositiveimpactonthar own
instructionand student learningRespondents
have a less favorable view of the effectshef
forthcoming aligned assessments



Notable Trends

Since the Centés original surveyvas fielded
in October 2012the share ofeachers and
instructional specialistdescribing themselve:
asfivery familiaro with the common standard
in mathematicincreased substantially (from
18%in 2012to 31% the following year)

The share of educatorgho arefivery
familiaro with the new standards for
English/language arts also increased, from
percent in 202 to 45 percent in 2013.

Respondents 2013were more likely to have
participated in professional development or
the common coré87 % compared with 71%
year earliey.

The duration of training also increased
substantially. As of 2013Jightly more than
40 percent ofeachers had sptat least five
days in commoxtore training, compared witl
28 percent the previous year.

Over time, ducatorshave taken a dimmer
view on the quality otheir training on the
new standardsln 2013, little morghan half
of respondents (53%) felt their training was
high quality, a decline from twthirds the
previous year.

Educatorératingsof their overall readiness
haveremained steady. In 20L&spondents
placedtheir overallpreparedness to teattte
common coret 3.3 on a fivgpoint scale
(where 5 idivery prepared), compared with
3.4in 2012.

There has also been little yearyear change
in reported readiness to instruct specific
groups of students (e.g., students with
disabilities,Englishlanguage learnerghose
academically at rigk However, teachers
generally feel less prepared to deliver the
common core tguchgroups.

Educatoréconfidence in their schodis
readinesso implement the common core he
steady from 2012 to 201(at a score of 3.0 or
a five-point scale both years).

Over this periodteacheratings of studenés
preparedness to master the common core f
slightly from a score of 2.8 (out of 5) to a
score of 2.6.

Teacherdiavealsobecomesomewhat less
optimistic that the common core will help
improve their classroom practicén 2013,
nearly 70 percent of respondents agreed th
new standards would have such instruction.
benefits, down from 76 percent a year earli¢



METHODOLOGY

The data presented in this report come from an online survey of teachers developed and conducted by the
Education Week Research Center and supported by a grant from The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.
The survey instrument was fielded in fall 201&teandomly selected sample of registrants of edweek.org,
Education Wedk welsite. The surveyexaminedeacherg8views of thecommoncore statestandards and the
common assessments aligned to them.

Survey details are provided below:

1 The online survey launched on October 7, 2013, tandom sample @dweek.org registrants who had
previously identified themselves as classroom teachdrs.survey was closed to respondents on
October 17, 2013

1 The Education Week Research Center rexseBO1 total survey responseéd/e excluded respondents
who indicated having a nonteaching role, such as school principal or district administrator498 all,
respondentsere deemed qualified based on sééntification as a teacher or other schbaded
instructional specialist (e.g., curriculum coordinator or instructional coach).

1 The analyses presented in this repoefurther restricted to respondents who reported working in a
state or U.S. territory thétadadopted theommoncore statestandardgas of October 2013Jesulting
in a final sample size of 457.

1 The Education Week Research Center analyzed the raw responses as réteiwedhted
adjustments were employed to account for geography, respondent characteristics, or scheol factor

1 Survey results are presented in whole percenpag# values and therefore may not sum to Aé@ent

The survey instiment is provided in the Appendia this report
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RESPONDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

Nearly500 registered users of teelucation Weelvebsite responded to the Education Week Research
Centets survey examiningducatoréperspectives about tltemmoncore statestandards and the
assessments aligned to theAlthough the sample for th&udyis not statistically representative of the
naioné educators, respondents include a diverse group of teddhehgding instructional specialists, sucl
as curriculum coordinators and instructional coaghebho span a wide range sfibject areas, grade levels
andlocal school settings

Survey respodents work imearly every statthathadadopted theommoncoreas of October 2013, the
exceptions beinthe District of Columbia, Montana, North Dakota, and Verm@&uirvey responses from
states thathad not adopted the standards have legeludedirom the results presented throughout this reg

PROFESSIONROLES

Surveyrespondentlave valuable classroom experienbdi&arly 90percent are KL2 teachers, with the
remaining respondents servingsafiootbasednstructional specialists in various capacities.

OWhich of the following best describes your
current professional role

Share of responses by role

Schootbased content specialist
or instructional coach

9%

| Schoolbased
department leader

/2%
Schoolbased
l/‘curriculum coordinator
2%
Schoolbased special

education coordinator

1%

Teacher in a K2
school

86%

n =457
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GRADE LEVELS

Survey responses were providedtégchers and instructional specialists from across the spectrum of gr
levels in K12 education.Thirty-eightpercent of respondents indicate that they work at the high school |
while 24 percent report serving gradesX Respondents were askedéport all grade levels in which they
work, with onefifth indicating they serve more than one grade span.

OAt what grade level(s) do yowork?¢

Percent of respondents by level

e [ =5

s T o

s I >+
Kindergarten-grade 2_ 24%

Other . 2%

n =457
Note: Respondents were asked to select all answers that appdipvidual items do not sum to 1(fercent
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TEACHING ASSIGNMENT

While thecommon corespelk out the content and skills students should master in English/langttage
(ELA) and mathematicsnstructorsof othersubjectsare alsaexpected to incorporate the standards into th
teaching practiceAmong survey respondents, the most common teaassgnment areas are
English/language ar{28%) and general educatio@1%). Several other subject aréasncluding
mathematics (17%), special education (16%), and science §1@%e also mentioned by substantial
numbers of respondents

OWhich of the following best describes
your current teaching assignment field?

Percent of respondents Ibgld

English/language arts [ 28%
General education [ 21%
Mathematics [E e 17%
Special education T mmm——" 16%
Science [ 13%
History/Social studiesfiTT 12%
English-language learmner§i 4 7%
Foreign language [l 2%

Other [T 11%

n =457
Note: Respondents were asked to select all answers that appdijividual items do not sum to 100 percent.
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SCHOOL CHARACTERISTICS

Surveyrespondentgeachin diversesettingsthat vary byschool sizecommunity localeand poverty level.

SCHOOL LOCALE

Onethird of respondentsvork in schools located in a city 36), with another 36 percent teaching in
suburtan communities.The remainder, about 3fercent of respondentsork in rural areas antbwns (16%
and 15%respectively).

OWhich of the following best describes
the location of your schod

Share of respondents by locale

Rural area

16%

City
33%

Town

15%

Suburb
36%

n =408
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SCHOOL SIZE

The schools in which respondents work vary considerably inaszeeasured Istudent enrollmentThirty-
five percent of espondentteach insmallschools thosewith no more than 500 students. Gmearter of
respondents report working in a large scheith more than 1,000 students.

GApproximately how many students
are enrolled at your school@

Share of respondents by school enrollment

250 students or
fewer

More than 1,000 9%

students

25%

751-1,000 students
- \/

501-750 students
24%

251-500 students
26%

n =410

10
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SCHOOL POVERTY

Respondents were asked to indicate which of four poverty ranges best describes the percentage of Ic
income students enrolled in their schodlsventy-nine percent of respondents report that no more than 2
percent of their students come from laveome backgroundsvith nearly as mangeachersndicating that
between onguarter and halbf their students are poor. At the other end of the spectiouta quarter of
respondents2@%) work in schools where the poverty level exceeds 75 percent.

OWhich of the following best describes
the poverty level at your schook?

Share ofespondents by poverty level

More than 75%
low-income students

25% or fewer
low-income

23% students
29%
51 to 75%
low-income 26 to 50%
students low-income students
23% 26%

n =407
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AWARENESS OF THEMMON CORE

AND ALIGNERGSESSMENTS

Deeperknowledge of theommon standardand the forthcoming alignadstsbeing developed by two
national consortid Partnership for AssessmentRéadiness for College and Careers and the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortiuroouldhelp teachert betterintegrate the common core witheir
classroom instructionTo gaugeawareness of these developmetdgachers and instructional specialistsewv
asked to indicattheir level offamiliarity with the new standards in English/language arts and mathemat
and withthe associated consortia assessments in those areas

OVERALL FAMILIARITY

More thaneightout of ten respondents (&) indicatehavingsome level of familiaritwith the common
standards in mathematichirty-one percent oéducators report beiriyery familiaro with the math
benchmarks Levels of awareness are even higherEoglish/language arts, with $ercent of respondents
reporting some familiarity and 45 perceating themselveBvery familiaio with the ELA standards.

Compared with the standards, educaswesless familiar with the forthcoming aligned assessménsy
eight percent of respondestieel they ardivery familiaio with themathematics assessmeuntsier
developmenby PARCC or SBACwith a total of56 percenteportingat least a slight familiarity.
Respondentaresomewhatnorefamiliar with theconsortid@s English/language arts assessments, with 65
percent of teachers and instructional specialists repatilepst som&vel of familiarity; eight percentate
themselvesivery familiaro

& ate youroverall level offamiliarity with the Gommon Core Sate Sandards
and aligned assessments being developed by two national consartia.

KEY Not at all familiar  Slightly familiar r Very familiar

. TOTAL
STATEMEN FAMILIAR
in mathematics 0
n =433 16% 22% 31% 31% 84/0
- N ‘
Common standards
"0 6% 14% 35% 45% 949%
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OVERALL FAMILIARITY (cont.)

KEY Not at all familiar  Slightly familiar r Very familiar
. TOTAL
STATEMEN FAMILIAR
PARCC or SBAC
assessments
mathematics
44% 24% 24% 8w 56%
PARCC or SBAC / \ ‘
=433 35% 29% 28% 8% 65%
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MATERIALS RELATEICDOIMONASSESSMENTS

In light of theinstructional changethat may beequired to prepare students tmmmoncorealigned
assessmentechnical materials and oth@formationalresourcesbout thos¢estscouldbe useful tool$or
educators Survey respondents were asked to indicate whether they are familiarastyeof resources
related to the PARCC and SBAC assessments.

About four in 10responder#t(39%) reporthat they are ndamiliar with any technical or informational
resourceselated tahe consortia assessments. Aboutbak, howeverjndicatesome familiarity with practice
tests or sample items. Fewer educatoraegeiaintedvith other commorassessment resourceshi@vement
level descriptors (28%); scoring rubrics (27%); assessment blueprints, frameworks, and specifications (
and technology specifications (16%).

OPlease indicate the types of materials relatéd the PARCC and

SBAGssessments with which you are familiar.
Percent of espondents byesource

Achievement-level descriptor_ 28%
scoring rubrics [ 27%
Assessment blueprints
: 0
frameworks, and specification_ 24%
Technology specification_ 16%
Other I 2%
e 1o those 2omremars T 39%
related to those assessments 0
n =446

Note: Respondents were asked to select all answers that applipvidual items do not sum to 1(@ercent
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CURRICULAR RESOURCES

To help students master the knowledge and skills demanded byrtimeon coreteacherswill draw on a range
of curricular resourcegrom traditional textbooks to technologyabled tools and medi&iven the
importance of highguality, standardalignedcurriculum to effective instruction, concerns have been raisec
about the degree to which textbooks and other materials are aligned with the common core. Tlaslsurve
teachersabouttheir access to commaorealigned curriculum and resources

ALIGNMENT OF CURRICULAR RESOURCESONMNMAN CORE

Claims that materials are common catéigned or flapproved started appearing on products shortly after t
new standards were unveiled. Yet, most educators do not believe their textbooks and other primary cu
materials are aligned with the common core. Only eight pefiseoingly agreethe materials & aligned,
with another third voicing enoderatdevel of agreement.

oMy textbooks and other main curricular
materials are aligned with theCommon Core State Standards

KEY Strongly disagree  Disagree Strongly agree

TOTAL
AGREEING
23% 35% 33% 8% 4 1%
n =426
5 2 yk@biv = 20
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ACCESS TO ALIGREHSOURCES

Respondenteeported to extent to which they agree that theyeaccesdo certain types ofigh-quality
materials aligned to theommon core standardextbooks, supplementary materials, and digital and
multimedia resourcedn the results belowhbsewho report not havingny access ta given curriculum
resourcer e included in the.fAstrongly disagreeodo ca

Among thetypesof curricular materials examined, reported access to aligned resources was lowest for
textbooks. Fewer than ottleird of educators (31%saythey have access high-quality textbooksaligned
with the new standardsSlim majorities, however, repdraving access taligned supplementary materials a
digital and multimedia resources (51% ad@d®bof respondents, respectively).

GTo what extent e you agree or disagree that you have access to higiality,
CCsSaligned materials of the following types?

(=A@l Strongly disagree  Disagree Strongly agree

TOTAL
AGREEING

Main textbooks

n =389 39% 30% 24% 7%

No materials of this type = 45

Supplementary resources

s A

24% 25% 43% 8%

n=411
No materials of this type = 24

Digital and multimediaresources / \ ‘

n =410 25% 22% 44% 10%

No materials of this type = 28
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TRUSABOUTCLAIMS ORLIGNMENT

Sinceadoption of theommon cordy most sates, the education markets been flooded with products
claiming to be aligned with those standartgwever there is little authoritative, comprehensiygdance
available orae key question facing educatorAre these products actually walligned to the common core?
As a resultteacher8choices and implementation decissanay be strongly shaped by their trusthie groups
andindividualsmaking such statements. The survey examined confideiice alaims made biyree key
actors: curriculum providers and publishers, independxperts and other teachers.

Educators lace the greatest stock in the opinions of their colleaguesvamnvhelming majority of
respondents (8%6) report trushg other teacheGstatements about the alignment of curricular materials wi
thecommon core Nearly twathirdsvoice confidence irthe work ofindependent panels of experis.
contrasteducators are more skeptical of the claims ndadustryplayers, with only38 percent of
respondentfrustingstatements from curriculum providers and publishers.

GTo what extent do you agree or disagree that statements about
the alignment of curricular materials with the Common Core

made by the following groups can be trusteél?
TOTAL
= Strongly disagree Disagree Strongly agree AGREEING

— - 2 |
ther teachers ﬁ
n = 408 87OA)

52 Yk®@i=29 304 1104 63% 24%

Curriculum providers ‘

0
52 ykm;]ﬂ/::gslg 21% 41% 35% 3% 38 A)
P e ﬁ ‘
of experts
soyami-a  12%  23% 56% o  65%
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FEATURES QUALITY MATERIALS

In an operendedquestion surveyparticipantsvere aske@boutcharacteristicendicative ofquality in
commoncorealigned instructional materiald.eachersnost commonlyeferenced materials thammphasize
studentécritical thinkingandapplication ofthe newstandardspropertiesmentioned by36 percentof
respondents. About ottkird of respondents cite the importancdrahsparenalignment of instructional
resources to the common standards and related assessArmantyy the othefeaturesnoted by educators:
readily available instructional tools (18%pmplex and engagingaterials andexts (16%), and suppdiir
differentiated instruction (14%).

OWhat characteristics or features do you belieuadicate quality
in CCS&aligned instructional materials®

Percent of respondents

Promotes students' critical thinking and application of CCSST 36%
Features transparent alignment to CCSS and assessmEnsm 349%
Provides a variety of readily available instructional too[ST———l 18%
Offers complex and engaging materials and teXiSi™ 16%
Supports differentiated instruction [ 14%
Provides exercises and activities for student practicemmmmrrd 10%
Based on input from teachers/education exper§imrd 9%

Offers developmentally appropriate materialSTed 7%

Other (e.g., builds on previous materialSJi 19%

n =300
Don@know = 22
Note: Responses were coded into all applicable answer categairievidual items do not sum to 1Qgercent
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PROFESSIONDEVELOPMENT AND
TRAINING

Giventhatthe common corenarks a considerable departtn@m mostprevious state standards and
expectations, the new standavdll require many teachers to magignificant changem their instructional
practices. As a resuhjgh-quality training andprofessionatlevelopmenare often cited as a critical factor fo
supporting meaningful integration of the common core into thealdgy operation of the natiGmclassrooms

When asked about their professicdalvelopment periencesa large majority of teachers (87%) report havi
had some training related to the common core. Of those teachers, nearly eight in 10 (or 68% of all resy
say they wanmore professional development on the common core. In a similamvesgtof therespondents
who hadnot received training on the new standgi3¥o of all respondents) were interesteduch
opportunities.

OWhich of the following best describegour experiencewith professional
development and taining related tothe G mmon Core?¢

Share of respondents by exjgrce with professional develo@nt

I have had no
training and do not
want any tra:irf:;\;ea:?jdvc;nt
4%

some

10%

| have had some

| have had some training and do not

training and want want more
more 19%
68%

n =428
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AMOUNT OF TRAINING

The survey finds considerable variation in theation ofprofessional developmerglated tahe common core
Forty-one percent of thoseho report having receivddainingspentmore than five days in such activies
another 17 percent receivemr or five days of trainingNearly onequarter of teachers spent two to three di
in training; 17 percent had no more than one day of professional developntlkeatommmon core

OApproximately how much time, overall, have you speint training and
professional developmenfor the Common Core State Standar?s

Percent of respondents who received training

Less than 1 day
7%
1 day

\)%

2 to 3 days
24%

4 to 5 days
17%

More than 5 days
41%

n =367

Note: Question asked only to respondents who reported having received training.
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TRAINING TOPICS

Respondents who received trainmgthe common congrovided additional information about ttepics
covered irthatprofessional development.he survey asked about nine specific areas of training.

Eighty-two percent of respondents indicate that their training addressedwhstandards English/langage
arts, the most commonly cited training area. The majority of respondents also report receiving professi
development on theewmathematicstandard$55%) andthe alignment between the commmreand their
statés prior standards 86). In contrast, fewer than one in four respondents reggagivingtraining related to
the common assessments currently in develop@&it) or strategies for teaching ttemmon cordo specific
student groupgl5%). Only 15 percent hageen trained othe Next Generation Science Standasdseparate
initiative that complements the common a@réocus ormath and ELA.

OWhich of the following topics have been addressedyour training and
professional development for the common standards?

Percent of respondentsy type of training

Common standards in ELA and literadym L mmmmmmmmmmmmmm—" 82%
Common standards in mathfm—— 5599
Alignment between CCSS and state's prior standarf@S™ L mmmmmm— 539
Strategies for applying the CCSS across all subject aféa@sT ™ 46%
Curriculum resources and materialST L m——) 42%

Developing your own classroom-based assessmefiismm™™ 31%
Assessments being developed by multi-state consofl@m 1 23%

Teaching CCSS to specific student groups (e.g., EEES)™™ 15%

Next Generation Science StandardS™ ] 15%

Other P 8%

n =367
Note: Question asked only to respondents who reported having received traiftegpondents were asked to select all answer:
that apply. Individual items do not sum to 1Qgercent
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TRAINING SUPPORTS

Respondents who receivptbfessional development related to the common core tlaediegree to which
specific types of training have been helpful to them.

At leastseven in 10espondentagreethat the following supports have bealuable collaborative fanning
time with colleagues (88), professional learning communities (73#g)nferences, seminars, and other
structured training opportuniti€g0%), and jokembedded training or coaching (7%learly twothirds
(64%)reportfinding online webinars or videds be helpful.

Collaborative planning timeeceives a particularliyeartyendorsement from teachevgth nearly half (47%)
strongly agreeing thauch training has beevorthwhile

OPlease indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree that
the following types of professional development and training for the CCSS
have been helpful to yol€

KEY

Strongly disagree Disagree Strongly agree

TOTAL
AGREEING

Collaborative K \
planning time with
colleagues

n=313 39%9% 42% 47% 89%

No such training = 51

Structured, formal / \
vl

lectures,

conferences) 10% 20% 5504 15% 7 O%

n=331
No such training = 30
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TRAINING SUPPORTS (cont.)

KEY Strongly disagree Disagree Strongly agree

TOTAL
AGREEING

~

J

Jobembedded training

n=231 0 0 0
No such training = 129 9 Yo 21% 45% 25%

/0%

~

J

Professionalearning
communities

N2 8%  19% 48% 25%

No such training = 75

3%

/

Online webinar or

video

n=242 1304 23% 50% 14%

No such training = 112

64%

~

/

N L
- n= 37
No such training = 105 24% 14% 38% 24%
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TRAINING QUALITY

Respondents who had participated in professional development related to the common standards were
ratethe overallquality of those training experiences

A thin majority ofrespondent§53%)agree that thecommon cordraining has been of high qualityjth most
signaling a modest level of agreement. Strong opidiaither favorable or unfavorat@eabout the quality of
suchtraining are relatively rare. Only0Dercent of respondents strongly agree that their professional
development has been of high quality, whiBpercent express strong disagreement.

0Overall, my training and professional development for the Comm@aore State
Standards have been of high quality.

Percent of respondents

=\l Strongly disagree  Disagree Strongly agree
TOTAL
AGREEING
13% 34% 43% 10% 5 3 %

n = 356
52y QG 1y26 ' wmn

Note: Question asked only to respondents who reported having received training.
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FEATURES OF QUALITY TRAINING

In an operended questiorsurveyrespondentglentifiedthe characteristicthey associate withigh-quality
professional development for thtemmon core Educatorsnost frequently cite training thatcludesclassroom
bestpractices anteachingstrateges(29%) and information omstructional shiftgied to thenew standards
(26%). Roughly one in fiveespondents also referemg@up planning and discussion (22%9mmoncore
aligned resources and materials (218&b6)dexperienced and kndedgeableresenters (21%) as features of

high-quality training.

OWhat characteristics or features do you believe indicate quality in professior
development and training for the Common Core State Standagls?

Percent of respondents

Presents best classroom practices and strategies for teachiig 299%,
Provides information/research on CCSS-instructional shifSTm | 26%
Includes group planning and discussidim 229%
Provides CCSS-aligned resources and mate @S 21%
Features experienced and knowledgeable presentéiSTm™ 21%
Offers training for specific grades, subjects, and student grodpST™™ 11%
Offers time to incorporate training into teachind ™ 9%

Includes information about aligned assessmenfSim™ 7%

Other (e.g., self-taught training) I 1/%

n =258
Don®@know= 6
Note: Responses were coded into all applicable answer categotiedividual items do not sum to 100 percent
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PERSPECTIVES ONABIEMON CORE

AND ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS

When states began to adopt doenmon corganalysts suggested thaaking the new standards a reality in
classroomsvould presenhumerouschallenges for teachers and the schools in witieliserve As educators
work to implement the common standards asadly themselve® administer alignedssessmenta 201415,
survey participantavere asked tevaluateheirown and their schoodpreparednes® teach the standards ant
their studentéreadiness to master therRespondents also rated the likely impact of the new standards an
assessments amstructionalpractce and student learning.

TEACHINGHE COMMON CORE DIVERSE STUDENTS

The survey asked teachers hprgpared they feel to teach the common standarteiiostudents as a whole
and to specific subgroup&espondents rated their preparednesafore-point scalewhere 1 iginot at all
prepared and 5 isfivery preparem

Only 16 percent ofespondentfeel fivery preparedto teach theew standardw their students as a wholét
the other end of the scal@inepercent believe that they dieot at all prepared. The average preparedness
scorefor teachinghecommon cordo studentga score of 3.3falls near the middle of the fivpoint scale

Results suggest that respondents are less confident about their readiness to teacmtmstandards$o
specific groups of studentsuch agnglishlanguage learnerstudents with disabilitiedow-income students,
and those academically at riskio more than 13 percent repbdingfivery preparedto teachthe common
coreto these groups. Preparedness soosre lowest for students with disabilities dfalglishlanguage
learnerq2.6 and 2, respectively, compared with3for students as a whole).

oHow prepared do you personally feel to teach the Common Core State

Standards to the following groups of student§?
KEY

B 1 --Not at all RESPONSE
Your gudents as a
. e,

52y of 451)03/ . 9% |, 14% 28% 32% 16%
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TEACHINGHE COMMON CORE DIVERSE STUDENTS (cont.)

1-- Not at all 5--Very
KEY srepared 2 3 prepared
STATEMEN iﬁiging
Englishlanguage
= I .
n=375 0 0 0 '
52y Qi 1y2¢é T 0209/0 25/0 24/0 14% 8%

Studentswith

n =386 . 24% 27% 23% 18% 8% 2 " 6

52yQi 1y2s6

LO\N-inCOme |
students

e s 12%,, 20% 26% 29% 13% 3.1

52y Qi 1y26 H M

Academicallyat-risk —

n =393 ;7%@ 21% 27% 24% 10% 22'59

52yQi 1y2s6
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SCHOOL PREPAREDNESS

Respondents believe that their schools are more prepared to patrthen standards themselvet® practice
than they are to implement assessments aligned to the new star@araféve-point scale (where 1 ot at
all prepared and 5 isfivery prepared), teachers give their schools an average score dbiBdeparednes®
implement the common academtarsdardscompared with aeadinesscore of 2.5 fotheassessments.
Nearly a quarter of respondents (23%) feel their sataveliinot at #l prepared to put the common
assessments into practigéhile only five percent fedivery preparea.

Gl 246 LINBLI NBR Aa e2dzNJ a0OKz22f (G2 LX
It AdySR (2 G4K2asS &adl yRINRA

1--Not at all 5--Very
KEY prepared & 8 brepared
. RESPONSE
STATEMEN AVERAGE
n=391 0 0 0 3 " O
52yQi 1y2¢12A%H 23% 32% 24% 10%

=389 - 23% 25% 31% 16% 5% 2 . 5

52yQi 1y2s6 M
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STUDENT PREPAREDNESS

Respondente/ere asked to rate thestudentépreparednes®r thecommon standards and assessments, on
same fivepoint scaleused to evaluate their own readin@shere 1 iginot at all preparemand 5 isiivery
prepared).

Educators view students as less reidyastethe rigors of new standards and tests than schools are to
implement them. Only four percent efichers rattheir studentéivery preparedfor the demands of the
common corestandardswith an average preparedness score ob@t®f five

Teacherslsobelieve that their students aaemewhatess preparetbr the commorassessments théor the
standards.Just two percent oespondentsatether studentdivery preparedfor the common assessments,
with an average score of 2.4 on a fp@int scale.

al 26 LINBLJ NB

I v v

I NBS @2dzNJ a0dzRSy U a
ja ftA3IYySR (G2 (K2

QD

Q

7))

Q)¢

QX

< M
(0p))
<

(@

1--Not at all = T
KEY prepared & - prepared

. RESPONSE
STATEMEN VERAGE

na2 1904 26% 33% 19% 4%

52yQi 1y2s

e _7 H

n =362 . 25% 30% 31% 12% 2% 24

52yQi 1y26
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INSTRUCTIONAL CHANGE

Almost all respondents believe that teenmoncore will haveanimpactontheir classroom instruction in the
longrun. Thirty-six percent report that the new standards will influence their instru@igneat deab,with
another 44 percent indicating their classroom practice will chésgaewhat Only five percent of
respondentgeel the commoncorewill not change their teaching practices at all

din the longterm, my classroom instruction will change

as aresult of the Common Coré.
Share of respondents

KEY Not at all Slightly A great deal

5% 16% 44% 36%

n =388
52y Qi 1y26 ' HH
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IMPACT OEOMMON STANDARDS

More pointedly, the surveyalsoasked respondents whether the common staredards and assessmembsild
change instruction and student learning for the belfErstteacherg69%) believethat the common standard:
will improvetheir ownclassroom instructigrwith nearly a quarteof them(23%)strongly agreeing with that
proposition.

Teachers feehiat the common standarbdavea similar potential to benefit students. Overéb percent of
respondents agree that the common standards will improve student lesrd#gpercentoice strong
agreement

a 6 what extent b you agree or disagree witthe following statements about
0KS /2YY2y [ 2NB {0FaS {aF

KEY Strongly disagree Disagree Strongly agree
. TOTAL
STATEMEN AGREEING
The standards will / \
instruction and
classroom practice 14% 17% 46% 23% 6 9 %

n =370
52y QG 1y2é I nn

The standards will / \ ‘
learning.
e 15%  20% 38% 27% 65%
52y Qi 1y26 I' po
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