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GRADUATION RATES
FOR STUDENT SUBGROUPS, CLASS OF 2006

TEN-YEAR GRADUATION TREND 
(ALL STUDENTS)

†   Value not calculated because necessary data fi eld(s) not reported in the Common Core of Data, the U.S. Department of Education database used for this analysis.
‡   Value not reported because of insuffi cient data for reliable estimate. 

SOURCE: EPE Research Center, 2009. See Page 38 for more information about the methodology used to calculate graduation rates for this report.

Graduation in the United States 
Recent Gains at Risk of Eroding
About 69 percent of all public school students in the nation graduated from high school with a regular diploma in the class of 2006. Between 1996 and 
2006, the nation’s graduation rate increased by 2.8 percentage points, an average of less than one-third of a point annually. Graduation rates in the 
majority of states have also improved relative to the 1996 baseline. However, 2006 marked the first time in the past decade that the nation’s 
graduation rate has posted a noticeable annual decline, falling more than 1 percentage point since 2005. Half of states showed a similar drop in 2006, 
signaling that the consistent improvements found for the nation and many states in recent years may be in jeopardy of eroding. 

Results also show great variation in graduation rates across the nation. For the class of 2006, 35 percentage points separate the best-performing 
state (New Jersey) and the worst-performing (Nevada). Large disparities continue to be found across racial and ethnic groups, with a 29-percentage-
point gap dividing Asian-American and Native American students, the groups with the highest and lowest graduation rates, respectively. 
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