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Projected Number of 
Nongraduates for Nation and 

States,  Class of 2011

CALIFORNIA  139,421 

TEXAS  129,339 

FLORIDA  83,516 

NEW YORK  67,922 

GEORGIA  60,580 

OHIO  39,366 

MICHIGAN  37,721 

ILLINOIS  37,491 

NORTH CAROLINA  34,168 

PENNSYLVANIA  33,373 

WASHINGTON  30,592 

VIRGINIA  29,251 

SOUTH CAROLINA  27,209 

ARIZONA  25,632 

ALABAMA  23,007 

INDIANA  22,742 

NEVADA  22,359 

LOUISIANA  21,744 

TENNESSEE  18,195 

MISSOURI  17,962 

MARYLAND  17,697 

COLORADO  16,833 

MISSISSIPPI  16,102 

KENTUCKY  15,482 

OKLAHOMA  14,727 

MINNESOTA  14,311 

NEW JERSEY  13,987 

WISCONSIN  13,746 

MASSACHUSETTS  13,388 

NEW MEXICO  12,760 

OREGON  12,187 

ARKANSAS  11,405 

UTAH  10,511 

CONNECTICUT  9,094 

KANSAS  9,062 

IOWA  7,933 

WEST VIRGINIA  6,727 

HAWAII  5,523 

NEBRASKA  5,391 

IDAHO  5,192 
NEW HAMPSHIRE  3,808 
RHODE ISLAND  3,601 
ALASKA  3,584 
MAINE  3,479 
DELAWARE  3,475 
MONTANA  2,925 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA  2,372 
SOUTH DAKOTA  2,228 
WYOMING  2,032 
NORTH DAKOTA  1,593 
VERMONT  1,227 

The EPE Research Center projected 
the number of graduates and 
nongraduates for the class of 2011 by 
multiplying the 2007-08 graduation 
rate by the number of 9th graders 
enrolled that year. The areas of the 
circles are proportional to the number 
of students failing to graduate. 

Nationally, 1.2 million members 
of this year’s graduating class will 
not earn diplomas. This represents 
143,500 fewer dropouts than the 
previous year. A member of the class 
of 2011 will leave school every 27 
seconds. 

1.2 MILLION STUDENTS 
FAIL TO GRADUATE




