
 

Education in a Competitive World 



 

 This year’s report examines American 
education from an international 
perspective 

 In-depth journalism takes a critical look 
at the nation’s place among the world’s 
public schooling systems 

♦ Test assumptions about America’s global 
competitiveness in education 

♦ Lessons from high-performing nations 

♦ Innovations that can (and cannot) be 
replicated in the U.S.  

♦ Insight for U.S. educators and policymakers 

2012 marks the 16th edition of the annual report 



Surveying the Landscape 

 Major themes explored in Quality Counts 2012 

♦ International comparisons: evidence, conceptions, misconceptions 

♦ Common standards: influences from abroad 

♦ Teaching:  teacher quality, training, supports for the profession 

♦ Immigration: serving students from diverse backgrounds 

♦ Community: intersection among home, culture, and school  

♦ Competitiveness: preparation for a global 21st century economy 

 

 Commentaries offer global perspectives:   

♦ Byong-man Ahn: South Korea 

♦ Sir Michael Barber: England 

♦ Pasi Salhberg: Finland 

♦ Margaret Spellings: United States 



Research Highlights 

 Quality Counts remains a unique marriage between 
research and journalism 

 EPE Research Center examines ways in which states have 
used international insight to inform their strategies 

♦ Analysis of original survey data 

 Annual State of the States report card 

♦ Quality Counts issues grades for the nation and states 

♦ Spans six major areas of policy and performance 

 Also:  released today 

♦ Joint study with Education First examining state plans for 
implementation the Common Core State Standards 

 



Quality Counts 2012 Methodology 

 The EPE Research Center conducts an annual state policy 
survey that collects information on: 

♦ Perennial policy issues tracked by Quality Counts (on a rotating 
basis) 

♦ Topical issues related to the them of the report (this year, global 
education) 

 Quality Counts’  State of the States report card tracks state 
progress across six areas of policy and performance 

♦ Chance for Success 

♦ K-12 Achievement 

♦ School Finance 

♦ Standards, Assessments, and Accountability 

♦ Teaching Profession 

♦ Transitions and Alignment (last updated in 2011) 

 



Looking Beyond Our Borders 

Twenty-nine states use international     
comparisons as a policy resource 



Putting Global Comparisons to Use 
 States pointed to need to align student preparation with 

demands of a global economy, learn from “best practices” 

♦ Use of global data to compare student achievement and develop 
content standards were most commonly reported 
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Of the States 



Overall Grade 

 Nation earns a C across six policy and performance 

categories 

 Most states earn grades of C+ or lower 

 Top states: 

♦ Maryland:         B+ (87.8) 

♦ Massachusetts:  B   (84.2) 

♦ New York:         B   (83.9) 

♦ Virginia:            B   (82.6) 

 Bottom states: 

♦ Dist. of Columbia : C-  (69.9) 

♦ Nebraska:             C-  (69.8) 

♦ South Dakota:       D+ (68.1) 

 



Passing Achievement Grade, Barely 

 K-12 Achievement Index assesses states on 18 indicators 
that capture: 

♦ Current performance (status) 

♦ Improvements over time 

♦ Poverty-based equity  

 

 

 
       

 

 

 National Grade   C- 

 

 

↑Top States   
♦ Massachusetts: B  (85.9) 

♦ New Jersey: B  (84.8) 

♦ Maryland:  B  (83.9) 

 

↓Bottom States 
♦ Louisiana:  F  (59.1)  

♦ West Virginia: F  (58.3) 

♦ Mississippi: F  (56.6) 

♦ Dist. of Columbia: F  (56.3) 



K-12 Achievement Breakdown 

States fare better on indicators related to equity and 
improvements over time than on current performance 
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Opportunities to Succeed 

 Chance-for-Success Index captures the role of education 
"from cradle  to career" 

 Contains 13 indicators spanning:  

♦ Early foundations 

♦ School years 

♦ Adult outcomes 

 
       

 

 

 National Grade   C+ 

 

 

↑Top States   
♦ Massachusetts: A  (93.1) 

♦ New Jersey: A- (90.3) 

♦ New Hampshire: A- (89.6) 

 

↓Bottom States 
♦ Mississippi: D+ (69.4) 

♦ New Mexico: D+ (67.1) 

♦ Nevada:                D   (64.6) 



Chance For Success Breakdown 

States fare slightly better on indicators related to early 
foundations and adult outcomes than in school years 
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School Finance 

 Quality Counts grades states on two distinct aspects        
of school finance: 

♦ Spending: state investment in education, pegged to relevant 
benchmarks 

♦ Equity: how education dollars are distributed within a state 

 

 

       
 

 

 National Grade   C 

 

 

↑Top States 
♦ Wyoming:   B+  (89.2) 

♦ Six other states   B+ 

 

↓Bottom States 
♦ Idaho:   D (62.8) 

♦ Three other states  D 

 



School Spending Still on the Rise 

$8,146 

$10,591 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Per-pupil spending (constant 2009 dollars) 

 Most recent fiscal data are from 2009 

♦ Jury still out on impact of stimulus 
“funding cliff” 

♦ Concerns about effect of economy still 
widely discussed by education 
policymakers 

♦ Future spending picture uncertain 



The Teaching Profession 

 Category captures three key dimensions of teaching policy 

♦ Accountability for quality 

♦ Incentives and allocation 

♦ Building and supporting capacity 

 

 

 

 National Grade   C  

 

 

↑Top States   
♦ South Carolina:  B+  (89.0) 

♦ Arkansas:   B+ (88.0) 

 

↓Bottom States 
♦ Alaska:   D- (60.0) 

♦ Four other states   D- 



Budget Impact on Teaching Policies 

Since 2010, 23 states have eliminated one or more policies/ 
funding streams that support professional development, 
mentoring, incentives, and/or reward-based programs 



Pay-Parity Index: Pay-Gap Narrows 

 Our original Pay-Parity Index finds: 

♦ National teacher pay-gap has narrowed  

♦ Teachers earn 94 cents for every dollar earned by comparable 
workers 

♦ Teachers’ salaries are at least on par with those of workers in 
comparable occupations in 13 states 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Other Teaching Findings 

We also find that more states are… 

 Evaluating all teachers annually: 

♦ 20 states in 2012 

♦ 15 states in 2010 

♦ 12 states in 2008 

 Requiring student performance to be considered in teacher 
evaluations: 

♦ 17 states in 2012 

♦ 13 states in 2010 

♦ 12 states in 2008 

 Surveying teachers about working conditions: 

♦ 9 states in 2012 

♦ 4 states in 2010 

♦ 3 states in 2008 

 



Standards, Assessments, & Accountability 

 Long-standing policy category captures core elements of 
standards-based policy agenda 

♦ Strongest showing of any Quality Counts category 

♦ 21 states receive grades of A or A- 

 

 

 National Grade:  B 

 

 

↑Top States   
♦ Indiana      A   (97.8) 

♦ 11 other states     A 
 

↓Bottom States 
♦ Minnesota              C-  (71.2) 

♦ Maine  C-  (69.6) 

♦ Nebraska           D+ (67.6) 



New Assessment Tools 

 More states are providing benchmark assessments 

♦ Periodic evaluation of student progress rather than only annual 
statewide assessment 

♦ Tools help teachers assess student learning on more frequent 
basis in order to adjust, tailor instruction 
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Budget Impact on Test-Item Types 

 States have scaled back on assessment items that aren’t 
multiple-choice in their assessments  

 Since 2010, ten states have scaled back or eliminated the 
use of short-answer and extended-response items 
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Online Resources 

 Quality Counts 2012 

Full report plus Web-only features: 

♦ Interactive state report cards 

♦ Online grading calculator 

♦ www.edweek.org/go/qc12 

 National and State Highlights 
Reports 
♦ www.edweek.org/go/qc12shr 

 Education Counts 
♦ www.edcounts.org 

 Simulcast of Release Event 
♦ Archived version will be available 

on demand 

  From  

  Education Week and the EPE Research Center  



Contact the EPE Research Center 

 Christopher B. Swanson 

Vice President 
Editorial Projects in Education 

 

 Sterling C. Lloyd 

Senior Research Associate 
EPE Research Center  

Amy M. Hightower 

Director 
EPE Research Center 
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