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Margaret Spellings 

Influence Index:  80 
 
 

Date of Birth  November 30, 1957 

 

Education  B.A. University of Houston 

 

Current Position  Secretary, United States 

Department of Education 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Career Highlights 
 

� Secretary, U.S. Department of Education (2005-
present) 

� Assistant to President George W. Bush, Domestic 
Policy (2000-2004) 

� Senior Advisor, Governor George W. Bush (1994-
2000) 

� Associate Executive Director, Texas Association 
of School Boards 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Accomplishments 
 

� Overseeing the implementation of the 
No Child Left Behind Act 

� A chief architect of the No Child Left 
Behind Act as domestic policy advisor to 
President Bush 

� Instrumental in developing and 
implementing the Texas Reading 
Initiative 

 
 
 
  

Biographical Sketch  

 

Margaret Spellings on No Child Left Behind 
 
“States seeking additional flexibility will get credit for the 
work they have done to reform their education system as a 
whole. It is the results that truly matter, not the bureaucratic 
way that you get there.” 
 

From: Speech delivered April 7, 2005 at Mount Vernon, VA 

 
On January 20, 2005, Margaret Spellings was confirmed as 
the 8th U.S. Secretary of Education. Prior to her 
appointment, Spellings served as Assistant to President 
George W. Bush for Domestic Policy where she helped 
craft education policies, including the No Child Left Behind 
Act. She was also responsible for the development and 
implementation of White House policy on immigration, 
health, labor, transportation, justice, housing, and other 
elements of President Bush's domestic agenda.  
 
Prior to her work at the Department of Education and White 
House, Spellings worked for six years as Governor George 
W. Bush's Senior Advisor with responsibility for developing 
and implementing the Governor's education policy. 

 
Notes 
 
 

Information collected from websites of the Department of 

Education at www.ed.gov and the White House at 

www.whitehouse.gov. 
 
  

 
 


