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U.S.1

Standards, Assessments, )

and Accountability

Standards

State has standards 
that are course- or grade-specific 

(2009-10)

State has supplementary 
resources or guides for 

educators that elaborate on 
official academic-standards 

documents (2009-10)

English/ 
language arts Mathematics Science

Social studies/ 
history

All core-subject 
areas

Particular 
student 

populations

Grade

Key: Core subjects: E=English/language arts, M=mathematics, 
S=science, and H=history/social studies. 

Grade spans: ES=elementary school, MS=middle school, and HS=high 
school.

Note: States are ordered based on unrounded scores.

1The U.S. row reports the grade and score for the average state and the 
numbers of states receiving full credit for policies in the respective 
columns. States receive credit for each grade span at which standards 
are course- or grade-specific, specified types of test items are used, 
and assessments are aligned to state standards.

Source: EPE Research Center, 2010	
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Multiple-choice

Standards, Assessments, and Accountability
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assessments

Types of test items state uses to measure  
student performance  

(2009-10)

Subjects in which state uses assessments  
aligned to state standards  

(2009-10)
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language arts
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Other subject(s)

Extended-response
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Portfolio
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Mathematics
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Science
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history
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school Accountability

Scores on the state assessment 
are vertically equated  
in grades 3-8 (2009-10)

State holds schools accountable  
for performance  

(2009-10)

State holds both Title I and  
non-Title I schools accountable  

for performance (2009-10)
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State assigns 
ratings to all 
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on criteria other 
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State has  
a statewide 

student-
identification 
system (2009)
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State provides 
rewards to  

high-performing 
or improving 

schools
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State provides 
assistance to  

low-performing 
schools
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State provides 
educators with 

benchmark 
assessments  

or item banks 
linked to state 

standards  
(2009-10)
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