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About this Report 
 

The 12th annual edition of Education WeekΩǎ Quality Counts continues the cradle-to-ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
report. But it also reintroduces some of the categories in which we have graded states in the past, though some of the 
indicators and the grading have changed. The cradle-to-career perspective emphasizes the connections between K-12 
education and other systems with which it intersects: preschool education, other social and economic institutions, and further 
education and training.  
 
To emphasize this approach, the Editorial Projects in Education Research Center last year created two new state-performance 
measures: the Chance-for-Success Index and the K-12 Achievement Index. These indicators, respectively, capture key learning 
foundations and outcomes at various stages in a personΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ /ƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
that heightened attention to outcomes, the 2007 edition of Quality Counts examined a series of policies that states could 
pursue to better align public education from preschool to postsecondary education and into the workplace. 
 
Even as we introduced those new measures last year, we put two of our traditional policy categories on hold: school finance 
and efforts to strengthen the teaching profession. We spent the past year revising those indicators to ensure the report 
ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ .ƻǘƘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛs the 
special theme of Quality Counts 2008. 
 
Most of the 50-state indicators that appear in Quality Counts are based on original data analyses and state-survey data from 
the EPE Research Center. But we also draw on published information from a number of outside organizations. Quality Counts 
has always evolved over time, adding and subtracting indicators to better capture the most important and timely movements 
ƛƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǾŜŀǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭy 
salient for Quality Counts 2008, given the many changes in the report since 2006, the last time we graded states.   
 
States were awarded overall letter grades based on their ratings across six areas of performance and policy: chance-for-
success; K-12 achievement; standards, assessments, and accountability; transitions and alignment; the teaching profession; 
and school finance. Some states performed consistently well or poorly across the full range of categories. But a closer 
examination of the rankings reveals that most states posted a strong showing in at least one area. This suggests that while 
broad evaluations of state performance can be useful, a more thorough reading of the results presented in this State 
Highlights Report will provide a more nuanced perspective on the educational condition of the nation and of individual states. 
 
        Editorial Projects in Education Research Center 
      

        January 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover photographs by Sara D. Davis for Education Week  

About Editorial Projects in Education 
 

Editorial Projects in Education (EPE) is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization based in Bethesda, Md. Its primary mission is 

to help raise the level of awareness and understanding among professionals and the public of important issues in American education. EPE 
covers local, state, national, and international news and issues from preschool through the 12th grade. Editorial Projects in Education Inc. 
publishes Education WeekΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜŎƻƭƭŜƎƛŀǘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ Teacher Magazine, edweek.org, and the Agent K-12 
employment resource. It also produces periodic special reports on issues ranging from technology to textbooks, as well as books of special 
interest to educators. 
 

The EPE Research Center conducts annual policy surveys, collects data, and performs analyses that appear in the Quality Counts, 

Technology Counts, and Diplomas Count annual reports. The center also produces independent research reports, contributes original data and 
analysis to special coverage in Education Week and edweek.org, and maintains the Education Counts and EdWeek Maps online data resources. 
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Iowa 

How did the 
average state 

score? 

 
Chance for success B C+ 

 
K-12 achievement C- D+ 

 Standards, assessments, 
and accountability 

D+ B 

 
Transitions and alignment D+ C 

 
The teaching profession B- C 

 
School finance B- C+ 

 

Quality Counts Grading Breakdown 
This table reports the detailed scoring behind the grades for the six major 
topics examined in Quality Counts. Scores for those major categories are 
the average of the respective subcategory scores. 

 
Iowa 

         U.S. 
Average 

 
Iowa 

      U.S.  
Average 

Chance for success   Transitions and alignment   

Early foundations 90.9 81.4 Early-childhood education 70.0 78.6 
School years 80.3 74.8 College readiness 50.0 58.4 
Adult outcomes 80.7 81.6 Economy and workforce 87.5 85.3 

      

K-12 achievement   The teaching profession   

Status 67.0 62.4 Accountability for quality 75.0 72.9 
Change 67.6 71.5 Incentives and allocation 85.3 73.0 
Equity 86.1 77.9 Building and supporting capacity 79.4 73.2 

      
Standards, assessments,      
and accountability   School finance   

Standards 60.5 81.6 Equity 92.1 84.9 
Assessments 75.0 83.9 Spending 68.2 70.3 
School accountability 70.0 85.3    
      

Grading Curve   A (93-100), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82), C+ (77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72), D+ (67-69), D (63-66), D- (60-62), F (0-59) 

   

QUALITY COUNTS 2008 GRADING SUMMARY 

 

OVERALL GRADE 
 

! ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
scores for the six graded categories. 

 
 

Iowa:         C 

 
 

Nation:   C 

 
 

Online extra  
Calculate your own Quality Counts 
grades at 

www.edweek.org/go/qc08/calculator 
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CHANCE FOR SUCCESS 
 

The Chance-for-Success Index 
 

To better understand the part that education plays over a lifetime, the Editorial Projects in Education Research Center has 
developed the Chance-for-Success Index. Based on an original state-by-state analysis, this index combines information from 13 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŀƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎǊŀŘƭŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜer. The Chance-for-Success framework allows states to identify strong and 
ǿŜŀƪ ƭƛƴƪǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ς their typical trajectory from childhood through adulthood. More importantly, the 
index also provides information that could be used to target the efforts of public education systems in ways that better serve 
students of all ages. 
 

State Success Indicators 

 Iowa National 
 State Average Rank Average 

Early Foundations    

Family income  
    Children from families with incomes at least 200% of poverty level (2006) 

65.5% 14 60.1% 

Parent education  
    Children with at least one parent with a postsecondary degree (2006) 

51.7 12 43.3 

Parental employment  
    Children with at least one parent working full time and year-round (2006) 

77.3 8 71.8 

Linguistic integration   
    Children whose parents are fluent English speakers (2006) 

94.4 18 84.3 

The Schooling Years    

Preschool enrollment 
    Three- and 4-year-olds enrolled in preschool (2006) 

41.6 30 46.1 

Kindergarten enrollment  
    Eligible children enrolled in kindergarten programs (2006) 

73.2 43 75.7 

Elementary reading  
    Fourth grade public school students proficient on NAEP (2007) 

36.1 15 31.7 

Middle school mathematics  
    Eighth grade public school students proficient on NAEP (2007) 

35.2 18 31.0 

High school graduation  
    Public high school students who graduate with a diploma (class of 2004) 

81.1 3 69.9 

Postsecondary participation  
    Young adults enrolled in postsecondary or with a degree (2006) 

59.8 9 51.8 

Adult Outcomes    

Adult educational attainment  
    Adults with a two- or four-year postsecondary degree (2006) 

37.7 25 37.2 

Annual income  
    Adults with incomes at or above national median (2006) 

45.9 31 50.1 

Steady employment  
    Adults in labor force working full time and year-round (2006) 

70.4 11 68.2 

SCORE 83.6 11 78.4 
GRADE B  C+ 

  



 

Iowa ï State Highlights  2008 
  

Editorial Projects in Education Research Center  ǐ  www.edweek.org/rc 4 

 
  

Providing Opportunities for Success 
 
The Chance-for-Success Index captures the importance of education in a person's lifetime from cradle to career. Its 13 
individual indicators span a variety of factors, including preparation in early childhood, the performance of the public schools, 
and educational and economic outcomes in adulthood. The states are graded using a "best-in-class" rubric, where a score of 
100 points on the index would mean that a state ranked first in the nation on each and every indicator.  State scores range 
from 94.1 (Massachusetts, with an A) to 67.7 (Mississippi, with a D-plus). Further examination shows that while early 
foundations and adult outcomes contribute to the index, formal education (the schooling years) proves to be the driving force 
behind the state rankings.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


