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Children’s Chances for Success Vary Dramatically
By State, Report Warns

Study Examines State Efforts to Connect Education & Training From
Birth to Adulthood; Launches State Achievement Index for Grades K-12

State Highlights Reports Include Detailed Findings for Each State

WASHINGTON - January 3, 2007 — A child born in Virginia is significantly more likely to experience success
throughout life than the average child born in the United States, while a child born in New Mexico is likely to
face an accumulating series of hurdles both educationally and economically, according to an analysis
published by Education Week.

The analysis by the Editorial Projects in Education Research Center is based on the “Chance-for-Success
Index,” which tracks state efforts to connect education from preschool through postsecondary education
and training. The index was developed by the EPE Research Center for Quality Counts 2007: From Cradle
to Career, Connecting American Education From Birth to Adulthood, produced by Education Week with
support from the Pew Center on the States. The report is available online at www.edweek.org/go/qc07.

The Chance-for-Success Index provides a perspective on the importance of education throughout a person’s
lifetime and is based on 13 indicators that highlight whether young children get off to a good start, succeed in
elementary and secondary school, and hit key educational and income benchmarks as adults.

Virginia, Connecticut, Minnesota, New Jersey, Maryland, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire rank at the
top of the index, while Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, Texas, Arizona, Louisiana, and New Mexico lag
significantly behind the national average in descending order.

“Smart states, like smart companies, try to make the most of their investments by ensuring that young
people’s education is connected from one stage to the next—reducing the chances that students will be lost
along the way or require costly remedial programs to acquire skills or knowledge they could have learned
right from the start,” said Virginia B. Edwards, the editor and publisher of Education Week and Quality
Counts.

The 13 indicators that make up the index capture key performance or attainment outcomes at various stages
in a person’s lifetime or are correlated with later success. For example, in the early-childhood years,
indicators include the percent of children living in families that earn a decent wage and the percent of
children with at least one parent who has a postsecondary degree — factors that research shows have an
impact on how well children perform in school.

“Overall, the Index captures the cumulative effects of education experience from birth through adulthood and
pinpoints the chance for success at each stage and for each state,” said Christopher B. Swanson, the
director of the EPE Research Center. “We find that a child’s life prospects depend greatly on where he or she
lives.”



Virginia, for example, earns the highest Chance-for-Success score. The average child in Virginia starts out
ahead of the curve: less likely to live in a low-income family and more likely to have college-educated
parents. Those early advantages are amplified during the elementary-through-postsecondary years, when
the typical young person enjoys higher achievement and is more likely to finish high school and continue on
to college than in other states. Virginia’s well-educated adult population and strong economy offer ample
opportunities to realize the returns to schooling as individuals enter the workforce. Similar conditions prevail
in other high-ranking states, including Connecticut, Minnesota, and New Jersey.

A near-mirror image of this pattern occurs in the steadily declining trajectories of states like New Mexico.
There, weak school performance is unable to overcome, and may exacerbate, the early sociodemographic
disadvantages of poverty, linguistic isolation, and low parental education. Among adults in New Mexico,
educational attainment, income, and rates of steady employment all fall significantly below the national
average. Other low-ranking states, such as Louisiana, Arizona, and Texas, share many of the same
characteristics.

“When states make smart choices about how they educate our children — from pre-K through college — they
are making smart investments in the economic future of their communities,” said Mary Jo Waits, center
director for the Pew Center on the States. “This year's Quality Counts report shines the spotlight on those
states that have given their children the greatest chance for success and those states that have more to do
in preparing their young people for the challenges they will face as adults.”

In general, the Index shows that individuals born in the South and the Southwest are least likely to
experience success, while those residing in the Northeast and the North Central states are more likely to do
So.

Tracking School, College, and Workforce Readiness

For the first time since its debut in 1997, Quality Counts tracks state efforts to create a more seamless
education system, based on more than 80 indicators in five categories: childhood well-being, early-childhood
education, K-12 education, postsecondary education, and economy and workforce development.

The report examines the extent to which states have defined what young people need to know and be able
to do to move successfully from one stage of education to the next. In general, the report finds far more
activity in the early years. For example, 42 states report having early-learning standards aligned with the
academic expectations for elementary schools, and 13 states have a formal definition of school readiness.

In contrast, to date, there appears to be far more goodwill than actual policy results when it comes to aligning
high school graduation standards with college- and workforce-readiness standards. Only 11 states, for
example, have adopted a formal definition of college readiness.

New Achievement Index Launched

To help provide a picture of K-12 performance across states, Quality Counts also includes a new State
Achievement Index that ranks each state based on whether its students are significantly above or below the
national average or are making progress on 15 indicators. But while the Chance-for-Success Index focuses
on a range of academic and other indicators throughout an individual’s lifetime, the Achievement Index
focuses solely on performance during the K-12 years. It is based on a combination of current performance
outcomes and gains states have made over time.

Massachusetts, New Jersey, Vermont, Connecticut, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Virginia, and
Washington State are the top performers on the achievement index, while the District of Columbia,
Louisiana, Alabama, Hawaii, New Mexico, West Virginia, and Mississippi perform at the bottom in
descending order.

Grades Put on Hold

As Quality Counts moves from an exclusive focus on K-12 education to a broader perspective on the
connections between K-12 education and the other systems with which it intersects, Education Week is
taking the opportunity to rethink the report’s core indicators. For that reason, the 2007 report does not
grade the states, and it does not include indicators related to school climate, teacher quality, or school
finance, as it has in past years. Indicators on state standards, assessments, and accountability systems in
K-12 are still included.



State Highlights Reports and Online Extras

Individual findings for each state—including state performance on the Chance-for-Success and State
Achievement indices—are included in state highlight reports, available online on at
www.edweek.org/go/qc07/shr. There will be a series of online chats about Quality Counts 2007 at
www.edweek.org, including:

¢ From Cradle to Career: Connecting American Education from Birth Through Adulthood:

Friday, January 5, 12 p.m. Eastern
e College Readiness: Wednesday, January 10, 3 p.m. Eastern
e Early-Childhood Education: Friday, January 12, 12 p.m. Eastern
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The Research Center is the research division of the Bethesda, Md.-based nonprofit Editorial Projects in
Education. The Research Center conducts annual policy surveys and collects data for the Quality Counts,
Diplomas Count, and Technology Counts annual reports and the Education Counts online database. It also
contributes research and data to special reports in Education Week, Teacher Magazine, and edweek.org. The
EPE Research Center is on the Web at www.edweek.org/rc.

The Pew Center on the States, a division of the Pew Charitable Trusts, identifies critical issues facing states,
examines diverse policy approaches, and shines a spotlight on nonpartisan, pragmatic solutions. The Pew Center
on the States is located on the Web at www.pewcenteronthestates.org
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Virginia|  69.7% AA 50.6% AA 76.2% AA 90.5% AA 46.5% 74.3% = 36.9% AA 334% AA
Connecticut 75.3 AA 547 AA 762 AA 89.1 AA 602 AA 701 w 383 AA 346 AA
Minnesota| 724 AA 547 AA 763 AA 91.0 AA 474 = 749 = 38.0 AA 427 AA
NewJeIrse‘)j/ 728 AA 524 AA 747 AA 824 VvV 608 AA 721w 372 AA 359 AA
Marylan 734 AA 51.3 AA 762 AA 904 AA 494 AA 764 = 323 = 296 =
Massachusetts 734 AA 569 AA 713 = 855 AA 539 AA 733 = 437 AA 433 AA
New Hampshire 783 AA 55.1 AA 772 AA 964 AA 465 = 748 = 386 AA 346 AA
V’il/isgonskin 661 AA 478 AA 729 AA 944 AA 411 v 798 AA 331 A 358 AA
ebraska| 634 AA 50.6 AA 766 AA 904 AA 453 = 783 = 335 A 349 AA
Vermont 669 AA 50.6 AA 753 AA 988 AA 410 = 747 = 385 AA 37.8 AA
lowa 633 AA 491 AA 765 AA 948 AA 468 = 706 = 330 A 337 AA
Illinois 639 AA 460 AA 716 AA 83.1 VvV 491 AA 762 = 294 = 286 =
Kansas 610 A 476 AA 767 AA 925 AA 444 = 700 v 325 A 342 AA
North Dakota| 67.7 AA 579 AA 792 AA 97.0 AA 260 VvV 7520 = 355 AA 346 AA
Pennsylvania 638 AA 452 AA 721 AA 940 AA 413 VY 731 = 359 AA 309 =
Colorado 65.3 AA 517 AA 725 AA 852 A 40.1 ww 717 Vv 36.6 AA 320 A
South Dakota 57.6 = 484 AA 769 AA 944 AA 362 VY 69.6 = 329 A 365 AA
Delaware 65.6 AA 416 = 76.1 AA 91.9 AA 453 = 817 = 342 AA 297 =
New York 614 AA 484 AA 693 wwv 810 vv 525 AA 749 = 33.3 AA 308 =
Rhode Island| 66.8 AA 49.8 AA 689 = 840 = 407 = 80.8 = 297 = 235 VvV
Utah 61.8 AA 512 AA 77.3 AA 89.8 AA 398 VV TS50 = 341 AA 29500 =
Washington 645 AA 471 AA 684 VV 85.7 AA 374 VYV 727 = 355 AA 360 AA
Majne 642 AA 458 AA 704 = 98.3 AA 439 = 80.2 = 352 AA 299 =
Wyoming 649 AA 425 = 742 A 959 AA 454 = 76.6 = 345 AA 290 =
Hawaii 68.8 AA 439 = 723 A 826 Vv 505 A 715 = 234 VY 182 VV
Michigan 634 AA 434 A 685 VYV 937 AA 446 = 768 = 317 = 2930 =
Montana 547 wvv 452 A 681 VY 988 AA %7 Vv 626 V¥V 35.6 AA 360 AA
Ohio 616 AA 412 VY 702 = 966 AA 406 VY 697 VYV 344 A 33.1 AA
Alaska| 659 AA 425 = 630 VYV 932 AA 419 = 668 = 267 v 28.7 =
Indiana 617 AA 404 vv 724 AA 948 AA 364 VY 700 YV 303 = 304 =
District of Columbia 462 VYV 299 wvv 552 VvV 88.7 AA 498 = 760 = 1.2 wvwy 69 ww
Florida 577 VYV 431 A 725 AA 821 wvv 496 AA 790 AA 301 = 256 v
Missouri 585 Vv 404 wv 711 = 961 AA 411 VvV 740 = 327 A 260 =
California 576 VvV 372 wv 684 wv 623 VY 455 = 783 AA 214 wvv 218 wv
Idaho 534 wvv 433 = 714 = 916 AA 302 vv 775 = 329 A 300 =
North Carolina 550 ww 421 = 698 ¥ 912 AA 434 = 742 = 293 = 319 AA
Oregon 586 w 3(1)3 = 67.8 WV 860 AA 347 VYV 779 = 294 = 337 AA
Georgia 575 ww A4 707 = 90.9 AA 492 AA 75.1 263 v 232 wvv
Arkansas 464 ww 324 wvv 679 VvV 942 AA 481 = 723 = 297 = 220 ww
Oklahoma| 513 ww 385 wvv 697 = 929 AA M6 V¥ 754 = 251 vv 206 wvw
Kentucky 537 ww 372 vv 665 YV 97.0 AA 422 = 752 = 308 = 225 wvv
South Carolina 527 ww 397 wvv 685 vv 95.6 AA 450 = 775 = 256 wvv 299 =
Nevada 605 = 307 vv 741 AA 755 wvv 253 vv 741 = 205 vv 213 VY
West Virginia 485 VvV 324 vV 637 vV 99.0 AA 337 wvv 777 = 256 ww 179 VvV
Alabama 508 VvV 368 wvv 678 VYV 9683 AA 421 = 741 = 223 wyw 152 vV
Mississippi 451 vV 332 vv 620 VvV 98.1 AA 506 AA 760 = 182 wyw 135 vv
Tennessee 542 wvv 368 VvV 685 VvV 95.8 AA 374 VYV 725 = 267 = 206 VvV
exas 5;)% vy 344 VY 69.6 YV 728 wv 406 YV 763 = 290 = 307 A
Arizona 532 wv 368 VY 70.6 = 753 wv 328 VvV 767 = 236 vv 257 V¥
Louisiana 511 VvV 314 VY 625 VV 971 AA 489 AA 765 = 204 wvwv 161 VYV
New Mexico 447 WV 33.6 79.7 205 ww 140 VvV
US. 59.8% 425% 70 6% a0 75 3% 29.8% 28.5% O

KEY:

A A State value is higher than national average (99.5% statistical certainty)

A State value is higher than national average (95% statistical certainty)

= State value not statistically different than national average

V State value is lower than national average (95% statistical certainty)

'V V State value is lower than national average (99.5% statistical certainty)
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74.9% AA 50.2% A A 42.6% A A 56.6% A A 72.2% AA +22 1 Virginia
793 AA 538 AA 460 AA 617 AA 675 = +21 2 Connecticut
790 AA 549 AA 439 AA 549 AA 665 = +20 3 Minnesota
845 AA 570 aAA 447 AA 619 AA 683 AA 11 4 New Jersey
744 = 503 AA 436 AA 626 AA 708 AA +18 5 Maryland
721 AA 57.8 AA 484 AA 59.9 AA 657 VYV +18 S Massachusetts
777 AA 468  _ 428 AA 55.4 AA 665 = +18 5 New Hampshire
80.6 AA 510 aAa 382 A 498 = 667 = +17 8 Wisconsin
778 AA 511 A 397 AA 40 VY 704 AA +16 9 Nebraska
812 AA 499 = 442 AA 493 = 659 = +16 9 Vermont
825 AA 547 AA 372 = 452 VY 689 AA +15 11 lowa
763 AA 528 AA 40.1 AA 53.3 AA 672 = +14 12 lllinois
750 AA 520 AA 385 A 462 YY 704 AA +14 12 Kansas
831 AA 577 aAA 434 AA 422 VY 685 = +14 12 North Dakota
791 AA 525 Aa ST 497 = 676 A +13 15 Pennsylvania
745 AA 498 - 382 = 382 VY 70.6 AA +10 16 South Dakota
607 VV 420 wvv 374 = 566 AA 714 AA +8 18 Delaware
625 VvV 56.5 AA 433 AA 544 AA 673 = +8 18 New York
723 = 574 aAA 408 AA 55.1 AA 656 Vv +7 20 Rhode Island
767 AA 486 = 386 A 463 YV 649 wv +7 20 Utah
682 = 442 wvw 421 AA 545 AA 618 ww +6 22 Washington
740 A 418 wv 367 = 439 vv 650 wv +3 23 Maine
740 A 416 v 329 Vv 457 vV 648 V¥ +2 24 Wyoming
63.7 = 483 = 414 AA 509 = 680 = +1 25 Hawaii
664 wv 511 AA 362 VY 516 AA 635 wv +1 25 Michigan
758 AA 432 Vv 370 = 388 vv 618 wvv Sl 27 Montana
765 AA 476 = 334 VYV 492 vv 669 = -1 27 Ohio
636 = 284 wv 353 ¥ 57.1 AA 577 WV -2 29 Alaska
730 AA 450 vv 307 VYV 472 vV 679 A -3 30 Indiana
589 VYV 641 AA 521 AA 603 AA 675 = -4 31 District of Columbia
575 WV 454 vy 366 VY 154 WY 692 AA 4 31 Florida
747 AA 451 wwv 332 VvV 453 WY 690 AA -5 33 Missouri
710 = 49.6 AA 389 AA 53.6 AA 645 vV 6 34 California
778 AA 396 vv 339 VvV 405 vV 631 vV -7 35 Idaho
662 vV 453 vv 361 VvV 433 VY 671 = 7 35 North Carolina
690 = 437 wv 372 = 463 vy 605 vv 7 35 Oregon
563 VvV 424 wv 357 VY 491 vy 69.6 AA 9 38 Georgia
718 AA 382 wv 261 VYV 368 wvv 678 = 10 39 Arkansas
710 = 440 wv 321 YV 413 vv 692 AA 11 40 Oklahoma
697 = 435 vv 287 YV 437 vV 674 = 12 41 Kentucky
525 VYV 415 wvv 331 VYV 419 VYV 685 AA 12 41 South Carolina
559 VvV 347 wvv 285 VYV 489 'V 715 AA 13 43 Nevada
728 AA 445 v 258 VYV 410 VvV 675 = 13 43 West Virginia
607 YV 422 vv 302 VYV 426 vv 705 AA 14 45 Alabama
608 YV 417 VvV 290 VYV 361 YV 674 = 14 45 Mississippi
622 VY 400 vV 300 VYV 425 vv 683 AA 14 45 Tennessee
668 VYV 421 VvV 329 VYV 456 YV 682 AA 15 48 Texas
700 = 414 vV 353 VYV 487 VYV 679 A 16 49 Arizona
606 VYV 431 vV 268 VYV 428 VY 654 wwy 16 49 Louisiana
567 VYV 389 VvV 335 VvV 425 VV 6.6 wv £28 51 New Mexico

I T 7.5% 3.4% 500%




LIFE PROSPECTS

The Chance-for-Success Index combines information from 13 indicators spanning an individual’s life from cradle to
career. As the map illustrates, a child’s chances for attaining various life outcomes, from preschool participation to
high school graduation to a job, vary widely by state.
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DIVERGENT PATHS

States gain or lose points on each Chance-for-Success indicator based on how they perform compared with the
national average. Putting that picture together across each of the 13 indicators, selected to represent critical life
junctures, reveals a state’s educational trajectory from childhood through adulthood. As the graph below illustrates,
where you live matters. A child born in Virginia has a better-than-average chance for success at every stage, while a
child from New Mexico is likely to face a series of hurdles throughout life.
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+20
+15
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+0

California

Cumulative success-index score

-20 New Mexico

-25

Start Family Parent Parental Linguistic Preschool Kindergarten Elementary Middle School High School Postsecondary Educational Annual Income Steady

Income Education Employment Integration Enrollment Enrollment Reading Math Graduation Participation Attainment Employment

SOURCE: EPE Research Center, 2007



K-12 Achievement

NAEP Mathematics 2005 NAEP Reading 2005 Math NAEP Scale Score Reading NAEP Scale Score
Percent Proficient Percent Proficient change 2003 to 2005 change 2003 to 2005

4th Grade 8th Grade 4th Grade 8th Grade 4th Grade 8th Grade 4th Grade 8th Grade
Massachusetts| 48.8% AA 433% AA 437% AA 44.0% AA +57 AA +50 aa IEE +08 =
New Jersey| 454 AA 359 AA 372 AA 377 AA +52 AA +25 = 18 = +16 =
Vermont 435 AA 37.8 AA 385 AA 374 AA +1.6 = +17 = +0.8 = 47 =
Connecticut 425 AA 346 AA 383 AA 33.6 AA +1.5 = 2.7 = 26 = 3.2 -
Minnesota 473 AA 427 AA 380 AA 372 AA +3.8 AA 06 = +2.6 = +0.6 =
North Dakota| 404 AA 346 AA 355 AA 365 AA +52 AA 02 = +32 AA +05 =
South Dakota 40.6 AA 365 AA 329 A 351 AA +43 AA +24 A +0.1 = 14 =
Virginia| 39.3 A 334 AA 369 AA 357 AA +1.3 = +27 = +2:5 = 02 =
Washington| 416 AA 360 AA 355 AA 343 AA +34 A +39 A +24 = +02 =
Montana 383 A 360 AA 356 AA 367 AA +4.8 AA +0.5 = +1.8 = 06 =
Ohio 425 AA 33.1 AA 344 A 355 AA +4.3 AA +1.6 = +0.7 = +0.2 =
Pennsylvania 415 AA 309 = 359 AA 360 AA +4.6 AA +22 = +4.1 A +26 =
Wisconsin 403 AA 358 AA 331 A 349 AA +3.8 AA +0.6 = +0.3 = -0.2 =
Idaho 404 AA 300 = 329 A 322 A +6.7 AA +1.0 = +3.6 A -0.1 =
New Hampshire 469 AA 346 AA 386 AA 379 AA +2.5 A 0.9 = -04 = -1.1 =
Colorado 38.8 A 320 A 366 AA 31.9 A +4.0 A 2.6 = 0 = -2.8 =
lowa 3= 337 AA 330 a 33.8 AA +14 = -0.1 = -2.5 = -0.5 =
Kansas 468 AA 342 AA 325 A 348 AA +40 AA 02 = +0.3 = +0.8 =
Texas| 400 AA 307 A 290 = 261 VVY +47 AA +4.1 AA +39 AA 06 =
Utah| 368 = 295 = 341 AA 293 = +40 AA 15 = +20 = 24 v
Maine| 388 A 299 = 352 aA 380 AA +3.1 AA 08 = +0.7 = +17 =
New York| 361 = 308 = 333 AA 335 AA +22 = 0 = +05 = 02 =
Oregon 370 = 337 AA 294 = 326 A +2.0 = +1.3 = -0.7 = -09 =
Delaware 361 = 297 = 342 AA 303 = +3.9 AA +3.8 AA +19 = +15 =
Maryland 380 = 296 = 323 = 299 = +53 AA H02 = IR = 08 =
Nebraska 36.1 = 349 AA 335 A 345 AA +1.5 = +1.8 = +0.8 = +1.1 =
North Carolina 399 AA 319 AA 293 = 269 = 08 = +0.6 = 4.1 v 36V
Wyoming| 426 AA 290 = 345 AA 357 AA 19 A 14 = +12 = +11 =
Arkansas 340 = 20 VYV 29.7 = 259 ¥V +65 AA +5.9 AA +35 A 03 =
llinois| 316 V¥ 286 = 294 = 310 = +02 = +05 = +02 = 29 v
Florida| 344 = P 4 301 = 251 YV 152 AA +27 = +15 = 1.5 =
Indiana 382 = 304 = 303 = 284 = 121 = +05 = 23 = -38 Vv
Missouri|  31.1 VYV 260 = 327 A 309 = +02 = 23 = 11 = 27 =
Alaska| 337 = 287 = 267 VW 264 = +25 = 01 = 05 = +23 =
Kentucky| 261 vv 25 VY 308 = 306 = +28 A 03 = +09 = 23 =
South Carolina 359 = 299 = 256 vV 247 VY +25 A +39 A 16 = 09 =
California| 280 VvV 218 YV 214 wv 205 YV +29 A +1.5 = +09 = 06 =
Michigan 377 = 203 = 317 = 285 = +20 = +09 = -0.5 = -3.2 =
Oklahoma| 286 VvV 206 YV 251 wv 253 Y +49  AA 05 = +03 = 21 =
Tennessee| 277 ww 206 VYV 267 = 262 = +39 A +23 = +2.3 = +1.0 =
Georgia 295 VWV 232 WV 263 v 29 v +34 A +25 = +0.8 = -0.8 =
Rhode Island| 305 wv 235 VV 29.7 = 294 = +31 A +03 = 01 = +01 =
Arizona| 279 vV 257 ¥V 236 wv 231 YVY +09 = +31 = 17 = 05 =
Nevada 261 WV 213 VW 205 wvv 24 VY +24 A +19 = +0.2 = +0.6 =
District of Columbia 96 WwVw 69 VYV 112 wvv 17 YV +6.2 AA +22 = +24 = 05 =
Louisiana 239 wv 161 VYV 204 wvv 199 VYV +40 AA +14 = +4.4 A -0.8 =
Alabama| 209 vV 152 V¥V 223 vv 219 YV +1.7 = +03 = +07 = 12 =
Hawaii 267 VYV 182 VWV 234 VvV 183 YV +33 A -0.1 = +1.3 = 28 Vv
New Mexico 190 VvV 140 VYV 205 Vv 192 YV +15 = 0 = +3.6 = 06 =

West Virginia 251 VYV 179 vV 256 VY 219 VYV +0.1 = 1.7 = 44 vv 45 vv
Mississippi 194 VV 135 VWV 182 VV 185 YY +3.8 A +15 = -1.1 = 45 v

KEY:

A A State value is higher than national average or has increased over time (99.5% statistical certainty)
A State value is higher than national average or has increased over time (95% statistical certainty)
= State value not statistically different than national average or has not changed over time
V State value is lower than national average or has declined over time (95% statistical certainty)

V V State value is lower than national average or has declined over time (99.5% statistical certainty)



POVERTY GAP (8TH GRADE MATH)

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION @ ADVANCED PLACEMENT

MATH BONUS

STATE ACHIEVEMENT INDEX

Poverty  Poverty-gap Graduation Rates High test scores P?cr(éient t(s)f
gap 2005  scale-score - (3 or above) per 100 stucen
(all students, public . scoring at
NAEP  change 2003 hool students in grades 11 NAEP
Scale Score  to 2005 schools) and 12 (public schools) | [advanced leve
National ~ National School
School Lunch Program
Lunch Noneligible
Program vs. Eligible 8th grade
Noneligible (negative value Change 2000 Change 200q | mathematics | | Total points
vs. Eligible narrowing gap) 2003 to 2003 2005 to 2005 2005 awarded Rank
260 = 77 A 721% AA  35% vV 201 AA +52 AA 11.4% AA +20 1 Massachusetts
302 = 43 = 845 AA 128 = 200 AA +3.1 AA 87 AA +18 2 New Jersey
211 AA -1.9 = 81.2 AA +80 AA 134 vV  +41 AA 8.8 AA +16 3 Vermont
371 wvv +5.2 = 79.3 AA #=31 = 215 AA +65 AA 7.8 AA +14 4 Connecticut
270 = +13 = 790 AA 06 = 121 vV  +44 AA 10.8 AA +14 4 Minnesota
182 AA +0.8 = 83.1 AA +34 = 58 vv +20 = 4.7 = +14 4 North Dakota
176 AA 19 = 745 AA 36 = 98 WV +42 AA 65 = +14 4 South Dakota
291 = +1.8 = 749 AA 26 = 267 AA +73 AA 7.9 A +14 4 Virginia
249 = +2.2 = 682 = +59 AA 126 vv +58 AA 87 AA +14 4 Washington
211 AA +24 = 758 AA 07 = 89 WV +27 AA 55 = +13 10 Montana
250 = -0.3 = 765 AA +58 AA 104 vV +34 AA 6.6 = +13 10 Ohio
273 = 36 = 791 AA 139 AA 1.4 vV +29 AA 57 = +13 10 Pennsylvania
289 = -4.4 = 80.6 AA +40 AA 146 vV +47 AA 6.7 = +13 10 Wisconsin
146 AA 53 A 778 AA 133 = 92 VV +39 AA 4.5 = +12 14 Idaho
164 AA -5.1 = 777 AA +42 A 84 wvv +11 = 6.5 = +12 14 New Hampshire
284 = -1.6 = 725 A +2.2 = 186 AA +68 AA 6.3 = +11 16 Colorado
204 AA -3.5 = 825 AA +4.8 AA 75 WV 127 AA 5.7 = +11 16 lowa
231 = +2.6 = 750 AA +1.6 = 70 VvV +28 AA 52 = +11 16 Kansas
248 = +0.9 = 668 YV +39 AA 172 AA +59 AA 6.2 = Sl 16 Texas
16.8 AA -3.1 = 767 AA 26 = 209 AA +34 AA 4.7 = +11 16 Utah
17.6 AA -1.9 = 740 A +1.9 = 130 vV +38 AA 5.0 = +10 21 Maine
244 = 6.6 A 625 YV +23 A 253 AA +43 AA 6.3 = +8 22 New York
191 AA -0.7 = 690 = +6.0 AA 81 VV +26 AA 7.3 A +8 22 Oregon
29 A -1.0 = 607 VY 63 = 168 = +9.0 AA 50 = +7 24 Delaware
288 = -1.2 = 744 = +1.7 = 320 AA +152 AA 6.8 = +6 25 Maryland
237 = 13 = 77.8 AA 05 = 43 vv +17 A 60 = +6 25 Nebraska
270 = 1.0 = 662 YY 459 AA 19.6 AA +69 AA 7.1 = +6 25 North Carolina
152 AA -2.1 = 740 A 07 = 49 vv +19 = 35 Vv +6 25 Wyoming
227 A +2.7 = 718 AA +2.6 A 99 VWV +55 AA 30 Vv +4 29 Arkansas
315 v -2.5 = 763 AA +24 A 173 AA +49 AA 54 = +4 29 lllinois
25300 = 30 = 575 YY 4175 AA 201 AA 158 AA 46 = +3 31 Florida
224 A +0.6 = 730 AA +2.2 A 88 VV +37 AA 5.1 = +3 31 Indiana
238 = +0.9 = 747 AA +3.4 AA 69 VV +33 AA 41 v +2 33 Missouri
221 A -3.1 = 636 = +43 = 126 vV +25 A 5.8 = -1 34 Alaska
184 AA -4.1 = 697 = +6.1 AA 89 VV +37 AA 34 VY -1 34 Kentucky
264 = +0.4 = 525 VYV +4.1 A 137 VY  +26 AA 6.7 = -3 36 South Carolina
276 = -2.2 = 710 = +27 A 212 AA +54 AA 45 VvV -4 37 California
264 = -1.1 = 664 VY 76 VvV 115 vV +26 AA 55 = -4 37 Michigan
232 A +14 = 710 = +3.6 AA 97 VWV +35 AA 24 vV -4 37 Oklahoma
260 = 26 = 622 YV 1136 AA 83 VY +25 AA 29 Vv -5 40 Tennessee
284 = -3.4 = 563 VYV +29 A 149 VvV +57 AA 4.3 v -7 41 Georgia
298 = 07 = 723 = 03 = 74 WY  +16 = 33 VvV 7 41 Rhode Island
243 = -0.2 = 700 = 129 = 79 vV  +16 AA 4.6 v -8 43 Arizona
209 AA +08 = 559 YY¥ 108 = 133 vV  +60 AA 31 VvV 9 44 Nevada
20.1 AA 1.7 = 589 VvV Al = 83 vv +10 = 18 VvV -10 45 District of Columbia
213 A -2.8 = 606 YV +1.1 = 22 vv +06 = 17 VYV —10 45 Louisiana
274 = -1.9 = 607 YV 07 = 58 VvV +18 AA 23 VY -12 47 Alabama
246 = +3.7 = 637 = +1.4 = 67 wvv +17 = 25 Vv -12 47 Hawaii
241 = +1.4 = 567 YV 40 = 83 VvV +30 AA 14 VvV -12 47 New Mexico
193 AA +0.7 = 72 8 AA H2E = 5.6 VV +1.1 = 1.4 VV -12 47 West Virginia
26.5 = +2.3 = +1.6 = +0.7 = -14 51 Mississippi
— 0




EVALUATING K-12 ACHIEVEMENT

Quality Counts’ new State Achievement Index emphasizes absolute levels of performance (status) and improvements
or changes over time in nearly equal measure. The index is based on 15 individual indicators related to reading and
math performance, high school graduation rates, and participation in Advanced Placement courses. States gain or
lose points on each indicator based on their performance compared with the national average. State Achievement
Index scores differ considerably, from a high of 20 points for Massachusetts to a low of -14 points for Mississippi. The
states with the strongest showings consistently display high levels of performance relative to the nation as a whole as
well as significant improvements in achievement over time.
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Quality Counts 2007 Index Indicator Supplement

The Chance-for-Success Index

Calculated for each state, the Chance-for-Success Index provides a state-focused perspective on the impor-
tance of education throughout a person’s lifetime. The index is based on 13 indicators that highlight whether
young children get off to a good start, succeed in elementary and secondary school, and hit key educational

and income benchmarks as adults.

The 13 indicators, grouped by stage of life, are:

e The early years: Percent of children in families with annual incomes at least 200 percent
above the federal poverty line; percent of children with at least one parent who has a postsecondary
degree; percent of children with at least one parent working full time and year-round; percent of
children whose parents are fluent English-speakers; percent of 3- and 4-year-olds enrolled in pre-
school; percent of eligible children enrolled in kindergarten.

e The school-age years: Percent of 4th grade public school students who read at the “proficient”
level or above on the National Assessment of Educational Progress; percent of 8th grade public
school students who perform at the proficient level or higher in mathematics; percent of public high
school students who graduate with a diploma in four years.

e The adult years: Percent of 18- to 24-year-olds enrolled in postsecondary education or with a
degree; percent of 25- to 64-year-olds with a postsecondary degree; percent of adults with incomes
at or above the national median; percent of adults with steady employment (full time and year-
round).

States that do significantly better than the national average on each indicator receive a point; those that out-
pace the nation by a very sound margin receive two points. Conversely, states that fall significantly below the
national average lose a point or two. Since all states start at zero, the index can capture the cumulative effect
of education experienced by residents of a state from birth to adulthood and pinpoint the chances for success
at each stage.

The Achievement Index

While the Chance-for-Success Index focuses on a range of academic and other indicators throughout an
individual’s lifetime, the Achievement Index focuses solely on performance during the K-12 years. It is based
on a combination of current performance outcomes and gains states have made over time.

The 15 indicators are: the percent of students scoring at the “proficient” level or higher on National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress reading and math tests in grades 4 and 8; the average change in NAEP scores
in both grades and subjects from 2003 to 2005; the gap in NAEP math performance between 8th graders who
are and are not eligible for subsidized school meals, and the change in that gap between 2003 and 2005; the
high school graduation rate and the change in that rate between 2000 and 2003; the number of Advanced
Placement scores of 3 or higher (out of a possible 5) for every 100 public high school students, and the
change in that figure from 2000 to 2005; and the percent of 8th graders scoring at the “advanced” level on the
NAEP math exam in 2005.

A state’s final score was calculated by tallying points across the set of 15 individual achievement measures.
States significantly exceeding the national average (for level indicators) or improving over time (change indi-
cators) received a point. Two points were awarded if they excelled by a particularly large statistical margin.
Conversely, low-performing states lost one or two points.
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Short Bio for

Virginia B. Edwards

President, Editorial Projects in Education
Editor and Publisher, Education Week, Teacher Magazine, and edweek.org

Virginia B. Edwards was named president of Editorial Projects in Education in April 1997.
In that role, she oversees the nearly 90-person nonprofit corporation that publishes Education
Week, Teacher Magazine, edweek.org, and the annual reports Quality Counts, Diplomas Count, and
Technology Counts.

Ms. Edwards has been the editor of Education Week since 1989, overseeing a staff of more
than 50 editors, reporters, and graphic artists engaged in the newspaper’s weekly production.
The newspaper, which covers policy developments in precollegiate education and is
published 45 times a year, has a paid circulation of about 52,000, and is read by more than
160,000 others.

Ms. Edwards is also the editor and publisher of Teacher Magazine and edweek.org. Teacher is
distributed six times a year to more than 100,000 teacher-leaders. Readership surveys show
that more than 1.3 million educators read each issue of Teacher. Edweek.org, meanwhile,
registers more than 1.5 million “hits” each month from among more than 700,000 registered
users.

Before joining EPE, Ms. Edwards worked for two years for the Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching and, for the nearly 10 years before that, was an editor and
reporter for The Courier-Journal in Louisville, Ky.
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Lynn Olson

Managing Editor for Special Projects, Education Week
Executive Project Editor, Quality Counts and Diplomas Count

Lynn Olson has written about public education in the United States for more than 15 years.
A nationally recognized education journalist, she has won awards from the Education
Writers Association, the National Association of Secondary School Principals, and the
International Reading Association. She is the managing editor for special projects at
Edncation Week, an independent, national newspaper that covers education in grades K-12,
and the executive project editor for both Quality Counts, an annual report card on public
education in the 50 states, published by Education Week with support from the Pew
Charitable Trusts, and Dzplomas Count, the first edition of an annual report on high school
graduation rates and policies supported by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. In 1995,
she received a grant from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation of New York to write a book
about the transition from school to work for America’s young people. The book, The Schoo!
to Work Revolution: How Employers and Educators Are Joining Forces To Prepare Tomorrow’s Skilled
Workforce, was published by Addison-Wesley in 1997. Ms. Olson is a graduate of Yale
University. She lives in Maryland with her husband, Steve, and her two children.
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Christopher B. Swanson

Director, Editorial Projects in Education Research Center

Christopher B. Swanson, Ph.D., was named the director of the Editorial Projects in
Education Research Center in July 2005. In this capacity, he oversees a staff of full-time
researchers who conduct annual policy surveys, collect data, and perform analyses that
appear in the Quality Counts and Technology Counts annual reports. The center also contributes
data and analysis to special coverage in Education Week, Teacher Magazine, and edweek.org.

The EPE Research Center is working on a four-year project to examine graduation rates and
related issues facing the nation’s high schools. Diplomas Count: An Essential Guide to
Graduation Policy and Rates, released in June 2000, is the first major report from this project,
which is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

Prior to joining EPE, Swanson was a Senior Research Associate at the Urban Institute,
where his work focused on issues of federal policy and urban high school reform involving
small-school restructuring. During the past few years, much of Swanson's research has
examined the implementation of the No Child Left Behind Act’s accountability provisions.
In particular, he has extensively investigated the persistent challenges associated with
accurately measuring high school graduation rates, a required element of the performance-
based accountability mandated under the federal law. A series of research reports on this
topic have been widely profiled in the national and regional media and have provided policy
leaders important insights into this critical issue.

Swanson’s research on a variety of educational policy issues — among them standards and
accountability, instructional reform, high school dropout and completion, student mobility,
and public school choice — has been presented at national conferences and published in
leading scholarly journals and edited volumes.





