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Arkansas - State Highlights 2007

for public school students between 2003 and
2005. Ibid.

NAEP Reading Change 2003-2005 (4th and
8th grades): Change in NAEP scale scores for
public school students between 2003 and 2005.
Ibid.

Poverty Gap for 8th grade math: Scale score
difference in NAEP achievement between
public school students eligible and non eligible
for the National School Lunch Program. Positive
values indicate higher performance for non
eligible students. Ibid.

Poverty Gap Change for 8th grade math:
Change in the size of the poverty gap for public
school students between 2003 and 2005. Ibid.

High School Graduation Rate : Percent of
public high school students who graduated on
time with a standard diploma for the 2002-03
school year. EPE Research Center, 2006.

Change in Graduation Rate : Change in public
school graduation rate between 2000 and 2003.
Ibid.

High AP Test Scores : Number of high AP test
scores (3 or above) per 100 students in grades
11 and 12. Analysis is specific to public school
students. EPE Research Center analysis of
data from the College Board’s AP Summary
Reports and the U.S. Department of

Education’s Common Core of Data, 2005.

Change in High AP Scores : Change in the
ratio of high AP scores for public school
students between 2000 and 2005. Ibid.

8th Grade Math Excellence : Percent of public
school students scoring at the advanced level
on the 2005 State NAEP assessment. U.S.
Department of Education, 2005.

Standards, Assessments,
and Accountability

Academic Standards : State has standards that
are clear, specific, and grounded in content
(2006). Results are reported by level and
academic subject area. American Federation of
Teachers, “Smart Testing: Let’'s Get It Right,”
and unpublished reviews, 2006.

Revision Schedule : State has a regular
timeline for revising standards (2006-07). EPE
Research Center annual state policy survey,
2006.

Assessments : Subjects in which state uses
assessments aligned to state standards (2006-
07): Ibid.

Vertically Equated Assessments : State tests
in English/language arts and Math have been

vertically equated in grades 3-8 (2006-07) so
that scores for all grade levels have been
placed on a common metric. Ibid.

State Ratings : State assigns ratings to all
schools based on criteria other than adequate
yearly progress (2006-07). Ibid.

Growth Models : State uses measures of
individual student growth to evaluate schools for
state rating system (2006-07). Ibid.

Rewards : State provides rewards to high-
performing or improving schools (2006-07). Ibid.

Assistance : State provides funding or technical
assistance to failing or low-performing schools,
based on school ratings (2006-07). Ibid.

Sanctions : State is authorized to apply
sanctions to low-performing schools under state
law (2006-07). Credit is only given for statewide
policies that are not limited to Title | schools.
Ibid. m
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Quality Counts 2007 — This year’s full report investigates the ways in

ulthood

which state K-12 education systems connect with early-childhood education,
postsecondary schooling, and the world of work. Quality Counts 2007
features the new Chance-for-Success Index, which provides a state-focused

perspective on the importance of education through a person’s lifetime. The

annual State of the States update continues to track state policies in the
areas of standards, assessments, and accountability. This year’s report also

introduces a new K-12 Achievement Index that evaluates states based on

their levels of performance and improvement over time.

State Highlights Reports

— Individualized reports featuring state-
specific findings from the 2007 Quality Counts report are available for all 50

states and the District of Columbia.

Education Counts

— This online database contains hundreds of state-

level indicatrs on K-12 education collected over the past decade for
Education Week’s annual Quality Counts, Technology Counts, and
Diplomas Count reports. Use the Custom Table Builder feature to create
graphs, tables, or maps for specific indicators.

You can access Quality Counts online at www.edweek.org/go/qc07
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