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RESOU RCES EQU'TY to grade the states.

Overall grade . Coefficient WEALTH-NEUTRALITY SCORE: The wealth-neutrality score shows the
Wealth-neutrality score McLoone Index - .
for resources: 3 3 of variation degree to which state and local revenues are related to the property
equity (2003) (2003) (2003)° wealth of districts. This year, wealth-neutrality scores range from minus
.198 to .253. A negative score means that, on average, poorer districts
actually have more funding per weighted pupil than wealthy districts do.
Nevada A- 92 -0.151 100%* 11.4% A positive score means the opposite: Wealthy districts have more funding
lowa B+ 89 0.001 95.2% 9.0% per weighted pupil than poor districts do. Only 10 states have negative
New Mexico B+ 88 0.000 98.5% 18.1% wealth-neutrality scores in the 2002-03 school year.
Utah B+ 87 -0.033 97.5% 15.4%
West Y|rg|n|d B 85 0.077 95.3% 5.9% MCLOONE INDEX: The McLoone Index is based on the assumption that
Minnesota B 83 -0.001 93.6% 13.6% if all students in the state were lined up according to the amount their
Louisiana B 83 0.025 93.3% 9.9% districts spent on them, perfect equity would be achieved if every district
Wisconsin B- 82 0.044 94.1% 9.2% spent at least as much as that spent on the pupil in the middle of the
Arkansas B- 81 0.062 94.6% 11.8% distributtion, otr the mgiiie:)n.lThetil:AcLthe I?d;)i( is the raii?hoi the ti(ziteg
. . _ o o amount spent on pupils below the median to the amount that would be
lC)a|||Forn|a g 21 8??? 322;’ 162.19‘;) needed to raise all students to the median per-pupil expenditure in the
elaware = . 6% 1% state.
Florida B- 81 0.147 95.1% 6.2% For example, the median-level expenditure per pupil (adjusted to
Indiana B- 80 -0.039 91.1% 11.3% reflect student needs) in Florida is approximately $5,512. The total
Oklahoma B- 80 -0.009 93.3% 17.7% amount spent on students who are below that mark is about $7.23
Wyoming| Cs | 79 | 0001 ol To pen 8512 oS e sl bl 1 mecn
Alobama| C+ 78 0.162 94.8% 8.5% ’ '
South Dakota C+ 78 -0.040 95.6% 23.3% McLoone Index = Amount spent on pupils below the median /
Kansas C+ 78 -0.017 91.9% 15.3% Amount needed to be spent to achieve “equity”
Nebraska| C+ 77 -0.075 91.7% 17.1% = ($7.23 billion / $7.61 billion)*100
Kentucky| ©C 76 0.065 91.0% 9.8% = 95.1 percent
Connecticut © e Des B Jaldes This indicates that Florida is spending about 95 percent of what is
South Caro'"fd c 76 0.084 92.5% 10.7% needed to raise all students to the median expenditure. McLoone Index
Georgla C 75 0.147 93.4% 10.9% values range this year from 84.4 percent to 100 percent, where perfect
New York C 74 0.138 94.4% 14.6% equity is represented by 100 percent and the greatest inequity by zero
Washington C 74 0.071 92.1% 14.1% percent.
Ohio C 74 0.087 92.5% 13.7%
1 1 0, 0,

Missouri | G e L000 SlLL OA’ ot OA’ COEFFICIENT OF VARIATION: The coefficient of variation is a measure
Tennessee C 73 0.095 90.8% 10.5% of the disparity in funding across school districts in a state. The value is
Maryland C- 72 0.253 94.7% 8.8% calculated by dividing the standard deviation of adjusted spending per
Colorado C- 72 0.121 91.6% 13.4% pupil by the state’s average adjusted spending per pupil. The standard

Massachusetts ©-= 72 0.039 90.3% 17.6% deviation is a measure of dispersion (i.e., how spread out spending levels
Mississippi C- 72 0.114 91.6% 12.3% a;g airc;sts a s:ftet’sbdititrictg). Plerd—%upil spen.di?igi; figuntes fha(\j/e betgn
Newlersey | C | 72 0036 21.0% 162% and the noeds of the student poplation,
regon - . 07 5170 For example, the standard deviation for spending in Oregon is about
Pennsy|vcmic1 C- 72 0.147 92.1% 13.6% $804.13. The average adjusted per-pupil spending for Oregon is
Texas C- 72 0.150 93.4% 14.8% $6,154.76.
North Carolina| C- 71 0.247 94.7% 9.1% Cosfiic
Michi = 71 0.131 91.79 11.89 oefficient
ICMIC?izZ g_ 70 0.109 90 3;: 14 5;: of variation = Standar(_:l deviation of e_adjusted sper_1ding _
X . . . per pupil / Average adjusted spending per pupil
Arizona D+ 69 0.053 92.9% 20.3% = ($804.13 / $6,154.76)*100
lllinois| D+ 68 0.174 91.2% 14.0% = 13.1 percent
Alaska [ D+ 67 -0.198 88.5% 35.9%
Virginia D+ 67 0.235 93.8% 12.8% This year, the range of value§ fgr thg coefficient of variation is 5.9
Rhode Island D 66 0.132 87.6% 11.9% percent to 35.9 pe_rcent. Iflal_l districts lII’l _a state spent exactly the same
N H hi o o amount per pupil, its coefficient of variation would be zero. As the
ew fampshire D 63 0.128 84.4% 18.3% coefficient gets higher, the variation in the amounts spent across districts
i';AOnfi?nG D- 62 0.107 91.0% 31.4% also gets higher. As the coefficient gets lower, it indicates greater equity.
North Dakota D- 62 0.148 91.5% 24.6%
Vermont F 59 0.087 86.0% 20.5%
Idaho| F 59 0.230 90.7% 18.9%
District of Columbia | NA' NA! NA! NA' NA!
Hawaii | NA2 NA? NA? NA2 NA2

U.S. I ——

Wealth and School Funding
, . FOOTNOTES:
Many states have made an effor.t to_ allocate more fl‘_mdlng to poor dIStrICTS, bl..ﬂ there are only Note: A dash (—) in U.S. row indicates that a total was not appropriate. States are ranked
10 states where property-poor districts tend to receive more than wealthier districts. by number grade to the nearest decimal.
1 Because the District of Columbia does not have a state revenue source,
it did not receive a grade for equity. The District of Columbia is a single-district jurisdiction.
2 Because Hawaii is a single-district state, it is not appropriate to measure district-level equity.
WA VT ME It did not receive a grade for equity.
MT ND 3 Figures were adjusted to reflect regional cost differences and weighted for student needs.
NH Students in poverty receive a weight of 1.2, and students in special education receive
OR Wi NY MA a weight of 1.9.
ID
Ml CT Rl 4 Nevada earns 100 percent on the McLoone Index because 70 percent of its students attend
1A PA NJ the Clark County school system, which is also the district with the lowest per-pupil spending level
OH MD DE in the state, at $5,173. Because Clark County enrolls the majority of students in the state,
IL WY its per-pupil spending is also the statewide median.
VA
CA co MO Ky M oc
NC
TN L
A7 AR sc Property-poor districts tend
NM oA to receive less (39)
MS AL -
. Property-poor districts tend
X LA .
to receive more(10)
L B Not applicable (2)
HI
SOURCE: Editorial Projects in Education Research Center, 2006
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