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Graduation in the 

United States

A Nation in Crisis



3 in 10 students will not graduate this year

          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          

4.18 Million

9th Graders in 2004-05

          
          
          
          
          
          
          
 

2.95 Million Graduates in 2008

          
          
         

1.23 Million Nongraduates in 2008

  = Approximately 

42,000 students



Updated Graduation Analysis

ÁDiplomas Count 2008reports results for the public 
high school class of 2005, the latest year available

ÁData source

ǅCommon Core of Data (CCD), U.S. Department of Education

ǅAnnual census of public schools and districts

ÁCalculation method

ǅCumulative Promotion Index (CPI)

ǅWidely reported method developed by Swanson

ÁComprehensive data

ǅRates available from national level down to local school 
districts and schools



National Overview

Á Top states  
80% or higher

ǅ IA, NJ, PA, 
VT, WI

Á Bottom states 
60% or lower

ǅDC, GA, 
LA, NM, 
NV, SC 

Á National graduation rate, Class of 2005:  

ǅ70.6% 
(all students)

Graduation Rate
Class of 2005
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Slow, Steady Progress

ÁMost improved
(gain more than 7%)

ǅFlorida 

ǅTennessee

ÁSharpest decline
(drop more than 7%)

ǅDistrict of Columbia

ǅLouisiana

ǅNevada

ǅNew Mexico

Á Graduation       
rates improved      
in 35 states

Á Five-Year Trend (2001 to 2005)

ǅ2.6% increase nationally

Change in Graduation Rate

 2001 to 2005

Decrease (16)

Increase 0.1 to 2.5% (15)

Increase 2.6 to 5.0% (11)

Increase more than 5.0% (9)
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Minorities, Males Disproportionately Affected

ÁGraduation 
rates well 
below national 
average for:

ǅRacial-ethnic 
minorities

ǅMales

ǅEspecially male 
students from 
historically-
underserved 
groups
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Severe Local Disparities
Á April 2008 Cities in Crisis 

report found drastic 
graduation gaps between 
urban and suburban school 
systems

Á Updated analysis for 
Diplomas Count 2008 
confirms the pattern for 
challenged districts:

ǅ Urban: 60.9%

(vs. 75.3% suburbs)

ǅ Racially isolated: 58.4%

ǅ Economically isolated: 54.5%

Á Diplomas Count reports 
rates for 50 largest districts

ǅ Lowest: Detroit 37.0%



A Picture is Worth A Thousand Words

ÁhǊ ŀ ƳŀǇΧ

ÁThe EPEResearch Center presents: 

EdWeekMaps

ÁPowerful online tool allows users to:

ǅAccess graduation data for every district and 
high school in the nation

ǅNavigate and create graduation-rate maps

ǅDownload detailed report for any school district

ÁFind it at
maps.edweek.org



Special Bonus in Diplomas Count
Á Print edition of the report includes our first-ever pullout poster, 

showing graduation rates for every school district in the country



Pop-Quiz

ÁWhat is this?

Chicago



When Political and Educational Geography Collide

Á Taken individually, congressional districts and school districts both 
have complicated boundaries

Á tǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Χ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
monitor the progress of their schools

Illinois 4th District

School districts:    17
High schools:         18
Graduation rate:   50.3%

Pennsylvania 12th District

School districts:    60
High schools:         58
Graduation rate:   78.0%

California 23rd District

School districts:    29
High schools:         34
Graduation rate:   67.1%



A Representative's View

Á Special analysis in Diplomas Count calculated graduation rates 
for each U.S. Congressional District

ǅ Highest rate: 92.6% - New Jersey 5th 

ǅ Lowest rate:  24.5% - New York 7th 

Graduation Rates 2004-05

for 110th Congressional Districts

less than 55%

55 - 65%

65 - 75%

75 - 85%

more than 85%



States Facing Tougher 

Accountability for 

Graduation Rates



Recent Federal Action

ÁIn April, the U.S. Secretary of Education 
announced proposed changes to the Title I 
regulations governing graduation accountability 
under the No Child Left Behind Act

ǅCalculation methods

ǅStakes attached to graduation rates

ÁWhy did this happen?

ÁWhat does it mean?



Motivation for Changes

ÁCriticism has been mounting for years about

ǅInconsistency in calculation methods

ǅInaccuracies in published rates, for many states

ǅLow bars set for graduation goals

ǅLow expectations for improvement

ÁEPEResearch Center conducted an analysis of 
state NCLBaccountability plans to gauge current 
condition of state accountability

ǅCurrent as of May 2008



State Calculation Methods
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Large Discrepancies Common
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Three states with no reported rate:  Alabama, Louisiana, Massachusetts.

+31%

-6%

Percentage point difference
between state-reported and 
CPI graduation rates (2005)

Average state:
12 percentage points higher than CPI



Graduation Targets (2007-08)
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Final Graduation Targets (2013-14)
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