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About Diplomas Count 
 

 
With support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Editorial Projects in Education Research Center is engaged in a 
four-year project to study high school graduation and related issues pertaining to late-secondary schooling and the transition 
to postsecondary education and employment. As part of this work, Editorial Projects in Education publishes a special edition 
of Education Week devoted to critical issues facing efforts �š�}���]�u�‰�Œ�}�À�����š�Z�����v���š�]�}�v�[�•���Z�]�P�Z���•���Z�}�}�o�•�X 
 
The 2008 installment of the annual Diplomas Count report explores the rapid growth of state-level P-16 councils. By bringing 
together key representatives from all levels of education, state government, business, and the community, the councils seek 
to better align educational institutions from preschool through postsecondary. High on the agenda for many of these groups 
are efforts to create a more seamless schooling continuum that prepares high school students for life, work, and further 
education. The report provides in-depth analysis of the evolution and activities of P-�í�ò�����}�µ�v���]�o�•�U�������•�����•�š�µ���]���•���}�(���š�Z�Œ�������•�š���š���•�[��
experiences with such councils, and commentaries from four leading experts in the field. 
 
Another centerpiece of Editorial Projects �]�v�� �����µ�����š�]�}�v�[�•�� �'�Œ�����µ���š�]�}�v�� �W�Œ�}�i�����š�� �]�•�� �š�Z����EPE Research C���v�š���Œ�[�•�� ���}�u�‰�Œ���Z���v�•�]�À����
analysis of public high school graduation rates, using its Cumulative Promotion Index (CPI) method. Diplomas Count 2008 
provides updated graduation-rate findings for the class of 2005, the most recent year available. Results are reported for the 
United States as a whole, the states, and �š�Z���� �v���š�]�}�v�[�•�� �ñ�ì�� �o���Œ�P���•�š�� �•���Z�}�}�o�� �•�Ç�•�š���u�•�X �&�}�Œ�� �š�Z���� �(�]�Œ�•�š�� �š�]�u���U�� �š�Z�]�•�� �Ç�����Œ�[�•�� �����]�š�]�}�v�� �}�( 
Diplomas Count also includes graduation rates by U.S. congressional district in an attempt to inform the lawmakers crafting 
the policies that shape �š�Z�����v���š�]�}�v�[�•���‰�µ���o�]�����•���Z�}�}�o�•�X 
 
In addition to the print edition of the report, online-only features of Diplomas Count include state-specific policy reports and 
state-by-state indicators accessible through the Education Counts database (www.edcounts.org). EdWeek Maps, a Web-based 
geographical tool, also allows users to create interactive maps and download a special report for any school district in the 
country, which includes comparisons to state and national statistics (online at maps.edweek.org).  
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About Editorial Projects in Education 
 

Editorial Projects in Education (EPE) is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization based in Bethesda, Md. Its primary mission is 

to help raise the level of awareness and understanding among professionals and the public of important issues in American education. EPE 
covers local, state, national, and international news and issues from preschool through the 12th grade. Editorial Projects in Education Inc. 
publishes Education Week�U�� ���u���Œ�]�����[�•�� �v���Á�•�‰���‰���Œ�� �}�(�� �Œ�����}�Œ���� �(�}�Œ�� �‰�Œ�����}�o�o���P�]���š���� �����µ�����š�]�}�v�U��Teacher Magazine, edweek.org, and the Top School 
Jobs employment resource. It also produces periodic special reports on issues ranging from technology to textbooks, as well as books of special 
interest to educators. 
 

The EPE Research Center conducts annual policy surveys, collects data, and performs analyses that appear in the Quality Counts, 

Technology Counts, and Diplomas Count annual reports. The center also produces independent research reports and contributes original data 
and analysis to special coverage in Education Week, Teacher Magazine, and edweek.org. 
 


