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G raduatlﬁ::-n‘ _ S S e Grdustion-rate parformance goals for adequate yearly progress (27F) State tracks high school
Accountabi ||t‘jl" graduation rates for MCLE complsticn status of
Urﬂlder NCLB 08 Currant targst Final tangst Minirmum annual improverment ks
[2005-04) {2013-14) required if not mesting target
Alabamna Leaver rate 0% 0% Any improvement v
Alaska Leaver rate 55.58% 55.58% Any improvement v
Arizona Cohort - local % 1% 1% improvement
Arkansas Parsistence rate T7.05% 77.05% Any improvement
Califemia Leaver rate 52.8% 1003% 0.1% Improvarmert
Colorado Cohort - local 57 4% A5 Basad on AMOs* v
Connecticut Leaver rate T0% il Any improvement
Delaware Leaver rate 78% 0% Mone
District of Columbia Leaver rate Based on state average Basad on state average Any improvement
Florida Cohart - statewide 85% B5% 1% Improvemeant v
Georgia Leaver rate &0% &R Any improvement v
Hawaii Cohort - statewide 75% 0% Any improvament v
Idaho Leaver rate 20% 205 Any improvement
ingis Cohort - local A9% 85% Based on AMOs*
Indiana Pamsistence rate a5, 55, Any improvement
lowia Leaver rate Curmrant state average 95% Any improvement U
Kansas Leaver rate 75% 5% Any improvement
Kentucky Leaver rate B80% Q5% Any improvement
Louisiana Dropout rate 20% nondropout rate 205 nondropout rate Any improvement L
Maing Leaver rate 435 75% Basad on AMOs*
Maryland Leaver rate 83.24% gl S 0.1% Improvement
Massachusetts Completion ratio 70% Interim goals only N/A v
Michigan Persistence rate 80% 0% 10% Gap reduction
Minnesota Leaver rate B80% Bk Any improvement
Mississippi Cohort - statewide 72% 7% Any improvement
Missour Leaver rate B85% B5% Any improvement
Montana Leaver rate B80% B0% Any Improvement
Mebraska Leaver rate 83.97% 83.97% Any Improvament
Mevada Leaver rate S0% S Any Improvement
Mew Hampshire Composite rate T5% 75% Any Improvement
Mew Jarsay Leaver rate 20f% or state average 205 or state average Any Improvement
Maw Maxico Complation ratio 20% 1005 Maone
Mew York Cohart - statewide E5% 55% 1% improvement
Morth Carclina n-time rate 0% 0% 0.1% Improvamert
Merth Dakota Leaver rate 89.9% Interim goals only 1074 Reduction nongrad rate
Ohio Leaver rate 73.6% 100% Any improvement v
Cklahoma Leaver rate £8.8% £8.8% Any improvement
Oregon Leaver rate 4£8.1% A8.1% Any improvement v
Pannsylvania Leaver rate 0% a5 Any improvement
Rhode Island Leavear rate 75.3% 955, Based on AMOs*
South Carcling Cohort - local 88.3% 88.3% Mone
South Dakota Leaver rate 0% B0 Any improvement v
Tennesses Leaver rate 20% 1005 Any improvement [
Texas Cohort - statewide 0% 7056 Any improvament v
Utah Leaver rate 85.7% B5.7% Any improvement v
armont Leaver rate To% 7o% Mone
Wirginia Leaver rate 57% TBD Any improvement v
Washington Cohort - statewide ET% BE% 2% improvement
Waest Virginia Leaver rate B80% B0% Any improvement v
Wisconsin Leaver rate 81.747% 81.747% Any improvement
Wyoming Leaver rate 0% B80% Any improvement
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Graduation Rates in the

Eye of the Beholder?

The Editarial Projects in Education Resaarch
Center cal culated 2002-03 graduation rates for
aach state using the Cumulative Promation Indesx
(CPI). Official state-reported rates for that same
year were almost always higher, sometimas much
higher. In Morth Carclina and Mew Mexico, state-
reported rates exceedad the CPI by over 30
percentage points. Washington was the only
state that reported a lower rate than the research
center found using the CPI. A major reason for
thasa differences is the variety of different
methods the states use to calculate their cwn

graduation rates.

SOURCE: EPE Research Center 2006, The Educatlon Tust 2005
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OMLINE: For detailed graduation-rate data go to waw.edwesk.org/dc0&
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A GUIDE TO GRADUATIOM RATES

Methods Used by States to Calculate
Graduation Rates Under MCLE

Cohort Rate: Percent of students from an entering
%th grade cohort who graduate with a standard
diploma within four years. Method can account for
transfers and students retained in grade. Student
data may b= tracked on a statewide or local basis.
{10 states)

Leaver Rate: Percent of students leaving high
school with a standard high school diploma,
expressed as a proportion of all those
documented leaving with a diploma or other
completion credential or as a dropout. This
mathod is sometimes referred to as a departurs-
classification index. (13 states)

Completion Ratio: Mumber of diploma recipients
divided by an approximation of the starting Fth
grade class. Method cannct fully account for
entering cohort mermbership, net transfer, and
grads retention. (2 states)

Ciropout Rate: Percent of students snrolled in
grades ¥ through 12 who drop out during a given
school year High school completion is not
measured. (1 state)

Diplomas Count: An Essential Guide to Graduation Policy and Rates

Persistence Rate: Percent of students who remain
in school from grade 9 through grade 12, Rate is
calculated using information on (1) the percent of
students not dropping out at specific grade levels
or (2] the percent of students estimated to be
promoted from grade to grade. This method does
not measure high school completion. (3 states)

Ore-Time Rate: Proportion of all high school
graduates in a given year who have receved a
standard diploma on time. This method compares
on-time graduates with thoss taking longer than
four years to earn a diploma. (1 =tate)

Compesite Rate: Propartion of students estimated to
rermain in high school urtil grade 12 ard recaive
adiploma. The rate for a given year is calculated by
muttiplying (1) the rate of persistence betwesn grades
% and 12 and (£) the percent of completers who
receive a diploma rather than ancther cradential.
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