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Number of course credits required by the state to earn a standard high school diploma

What It Takes
to Graduate
for the Class
of 2006
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Exit-Exam Trends
Between 2002 and 2006, the
number of states with exit exams
increased from 17 to 23. During
that time, the exams became
more rigorous. In 2002, only 
six states based their exit exams
on 10th grade standards or
higher. By 2006, that number 
had climbed to 18. The number 
of states financing remediation 
for students failing exit exams
remained flat. 

A Tough Question
Data from 2002-03 show that
graduation rates in states
with high school exit exams
are somewhat lower, on
average, than in states
without such exams.
However, states may adopt
exit exams for different
reasons, making the policy-
performance relationship
difficult to interpret.
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SOURCE: For information on indicator definitions and sources, see Page 30.

Notes: A dash (—) indicates data were not available or, in U.S. row, that a total was not appropriate. A (†) indicates state has an exemption or

waiver allowing students to leave school or take the GED test prior to reaching the standard minimum age.

Exit exam subjects tested: E=English (including writing), M=Mathematics, S=Science, H=History/Social Studies, and T=Technology

Exit exam type: EOC=End-of-Course, MC=Minimum Competency, and SB=Standards-Based
1 Georgia's total credit requirements are based on the college-preparatory program.
2 North Carolina's credit requirements are based on the college/university preparation program.
3 South Dakota has a five-unit requirement for math and laboratory science, of which at least two units must be mathematics.
4 Texas’ credit requirements are based on the minimum program required for graduation.
5 Nebraska requires 80 percent of the 200 required credit hours to be in core-curriculum courses as defined by the state education board.

Credit hours are not expressed in Carnegie units.
6 Subject-specific credits for states that do not have total course-credit requirements are not included in the total credits column and are not

reflected in the national average for total credit requirements.
7 Louisiana requires students to pass an exit exam in either science or history in addition to English and math.
8 Virginia requires students in the graduating class of 2005-06 to pass two end-of-course English tests and four tests in student-selected

subjects to earn a standard diploma.
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