SETTING NEW PRIORITIES IN EDUCATION SPENDING ACT
THE PROBLEM:
Despite the tripling of overall per pupil funding since 1964, national academic performance
has not improved. Math and reading scores have largely gone flat, graduation rates have
stagnated, and researchers have found serious shortcomings in many federally funded
education programs. As we work to reform our education system and restore fiscal
responsibility in Washington, we must be especially wary of how every taxpayer dollar is
spent.
•

The federal government operates nearly 80 separate programs under the current
Elementary and Secondary Education law. It is estimated these programs cost
taxpayers more than $24 billion each year.

•

In far too many instances, these programs overlap, which can result in waste and
inefficiency.

•

Although the bipartisan continuing resolution for fiscal year 2011 defunded several of
the most unnecessary K-12 education programs, nothing prevents funding for these
pet causes from being restored in the future.

THE SOLUTION:
Congress must permanently repeal the authorization for inefficient federal education
programs to ensure taxpayer dollars are well spent. This will help encourage a more
focused, streamlined, and transparent federal role in the nation’s education system.
Next week, the Committee on Education and the Workforce will introduce the Setting New
Priorities in Education Spending Act to begin the process of eliminating ineffective education
programs.
THE SETTING NEW PRIORITIES IN EDUCATION SPENDING ACT


Repeals the authorizations of nearly 40 wasteful education programs, reducing the
number of federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act programs by half.



Helps balance the budget, restore fiscal discipline, and promote a more appropriate
federal role in education.



Allows taxpayer dollars to be put toward more effective uses, such as funding
programs that have a proven track record of putting the needs of students first.

The Setting New Priorities in Education Spending Act will help put our fiscal house back in
order while enhancing our commitment to education.
###

