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Competitive Stimulus Grants: 
Winners and Losers 
Two years after Congress passed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, nearly $100 billion in economic-stimulus aid for education 
has been handed out—including nearly $5.3 billion as part of six grant competitions. The grants ranged from money under the high-profi le 
Race to the Top program for states to a lesser-known competition to award emergency construction aid to school districts. Ten states and 
their districts did not receive any competitive funding. Of those that did, Florida and New York came out on top in total dollars. 
On a per-student basis, the District of Columbia, Delaware, and Tennessee were big winners.

NUMBERS IN MILLIONS (NUMBERS ARE ROUNDED UP)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      $905.8 MILLION   2,631,020 / $344.29 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         $845.7M     2,740,805 / $308.54  
 
                                                                                                                           $518.5M     971,950 / $533.46  
 
                                                                                                                  $468.3M     1,817,163 / $257.72 

                                                                                                        $427.1M     1,488,645 / $286.89 
  
                                                                                                 $404.7M     1,655,792 / $244.41

                                                                                 $334.3M     843,781 / $396.17  

                                                                             $310.6     958,919 / $323.90 

                              $119.1M     125,430 / $949.71   

                            $105.3M     68,681 / $1,532.50   

                           $104.2M     6,252,031 / $16.67   

                       $81.0M     1,235,795 / $65.60   

                    $75.0M     145,342 / $516.02   

                    $74.9M     179,478 / $417.52   

                   $73.8M     818,443 / $90.15   

                  $65.7M     2,119,707 / $30.95   

                $58.8M     1,769,789 / $33.25  

                $57.6M     4,752,148 / $12.12   

          $34.3M     1,037,018 / $33.10   

         $30.1M     684,873 / $43.91   

        $26.5M     917,871 / $28.90   

        $25.3M     1,087,631 / $23.23   

        $24.9M     559,778 / $44.48   

       $22.7M     1,659,921 / $13.69   

       $22.1M     718,113 / $30.81   

       $19.9M     563.295 / $35.39   

      $19.7M     126,624 / $155.45   

      $17.8M     873,750 / $20.55    

      $17.4M     836,048 / $20.83   

     $15.5M     645,108 / $23.97   

     $11.2M     471,060 / $23.73   

     $10.7M     330,245 / $32.48   

    $9.8M     478,965 / $20.53   

   $9.0M     487,559 / $18.53  

   $7.6M     491,962 / $15.39   

   $7.3M     192,563 / $37.99   

   $5.0M     670,030 / $7.46   

   $4.5M     567,198 / $7.89  

  $3.7M     275,154 / $13.45   

  $0.8     30,662 / $6.39   

  $0.5     141,899 / $3.67   
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$ TOTAL            ENROLLMENT / $ PER STUDENT 

RACE TO THE TOP 

INVESTING IN INNOVATION 

TEACHER INCENTIVE FUND 

DATA SYSTEMS

TEACHER QUALITY PARTNERSHIPS 

IMPACT AID

Breaking It Down 
The largest education grant competition 
funded under the economic-stimulus 
package was the $4 billion Race to the 
Top program. Five other competitions 
translated into another $1.25 billion for 
states, school districts, nonprofits, and 
institutions of higher education. 

IMPACT-AID CONSTRUCTION: COMPETITIVE GRANTS 
$59.8 million to school districts to make emergency 
repairs and modernize their facilities

TEACHER QUALITY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
$100 million to schools of education and districts 
to improve teacher-preparation programs

TEACHER INCENTIVE FUND
Nearly $200 million for states, districts, and nonprofi ts 
to implement performance-based pay in school districts

INVESTING IN INNOVATION
$650 million to districts and nonprofi ts 
to scale up promising practices

STATE LONGITUDINAL-DATA SYSTEMS
$250 million to states to improve 
their data systems

RACE TO THE TOP
$4 billion to states to implement broad-based 
education reform plans

Notes: These fi gures do not include the $330 million assessment 
competition that was part of the Race to the Top, since that grant 
was awarded to two large groups of states and winnings could not 
be attributed to individual states.
Enrollment fi gures are from the 2008-09 school year.

Coverage of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act is supported in part by grants 
from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, 
at www.hewlett.org, and the Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation, at www.mott.org.

SOURCES:
Education Week; U.S. Department of Education

$4 Billion

$5.25 billion 
Total

No Awards: Alabama, Indiana, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Vermont, West Virginia, Wyoming

FOR MORE DETAILS ON STATES’ GRANT AWARDS AND STIMULUS 

SPENDING, GO TO WWW.EDWEEK.ORG/GO/STIMULUS.


