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Online Learning in the United States 

ÅStates with online learning policies: 50 

Å State virtual schools/statewide initiatives for online learning: 
40 

Å States with full-time online learning programs: 30 + DC 

Å States enacting legislation for online learning policy in last 
year: 16 

ÅDistrict programs ï new learning models using online and 
blended learning within single districts 

Å Blended learning  

Å Instructional materials and open access - with common core, 
districts and states developing materials for PD, content and 
learning materials are moving toward open policies for content 
created with taxpayer dollars so it can be shared across 
schools 

 
Keeping Pace with K-12 Online Learning, Evergreen Education Group, www.kpk12.com 
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iNACOL International Report (2011) 

Å60% of countries surveyed reported government funding for 

online and blended learning programs at elementary and 

secondary levels 

ÅChinaôs first online school created in 1996; today expanded to 

more than 200 online schools with enrollments exceeding 

600,000 students 

Å In British Columbia, online schools provide complete 

programs or individual courses to 71,000 students which is 

about 12% of the student population 

Å 2010, Hong Kong enacted a policy recommendation for digital 

learning that ñdebundledò textbooks and teaching materials to 

make them more affordable and accessible to schools 

 



Canada 
ÅKï12 distance education continues to grow in Canada, 

although that growth is uneven and only experienced in 
certain jurisdictions.  

Å Activity is happening in all thirteen provinces and territories 
ïBritish Columbia having the highest number and highest 

percentage of student participation and Nunavut having the 
lowest.  

ÅContinues to be a heavy reliance on print-based methods of 
distance education delivery in some jurisdictions. 

Å Blended Learning ï Using technology in the classroom (not 
similar to the US) 

ÅOnline learning seen as an option to be used when face-to-
face learning is not available or not feasible. 

Å A variety of ways the provinces and territories have 
implemented  K-12 distance education, similar to US.   

 



Mexico 

ÅK-12 Digital Content, Laptop for Every Teacher, Pre-

service methods using engaging digital content, new 

strategies 



European Union 
ÅEU:  

ïEU E-Learning Action Plan 

ïIB Diploma Programme  
Online (125 countries) 

ïNew Line Learning Schools 

ÅUK: E-Learning Exports - 29 billion pounds 
annually; deal with China 

ïEducation as an export 

 



Turkey, the Middle East  

& Arab Spring 
ÅTurkey: online courses 

ÅArab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States 



India 
ÅSize 

ï1 billion+, 70% rural population 

ïNeed 200,000 more schools 

ÅInternet Accessibility 

ï2007-08 - 42 million users (3.7%) 

ÅOnline Learning 

ïUniversal access for K-12 in 10 yrs 

ïShortage of good teachers 

ïñLeverage teachers using technology to 

bring to scaleò 

ïEducomp digitizing learning resources 

for K-12 Education 

 



China 

ÅChina: 1.3 billion people  

ÅDigitized K-12 curriculum 

ÅTraining Master Teachers to teach online 

ÅWith online learning: increase 
educational opportunities to 100 million 
new students 

 



South Korea 

ÅNational Virtual School 

ÅSwitch to digital content from textbooks 

 



Australia 
ÅPioneer in distance education, mainly servicing isolated 

rural schools and families 

ÅCurriculum breadth and opportunities for students in 

rural and small schools still limited 

ÅOnline provision available in each state served via 

Blackboard, Moodle etc. 

ÅNationally, much is first generation online content ï flat 

text, limited interactivity and use of Web 2.0 capacity 

ÅFederal funded national rollout of 1:1 computing across 

years 9-12 by end of 2011 



New Zealand 

ÅProfessional Development ï ICT PD 

ÅTeacher Laptop Program 

ÅNational Broadband Initiative 

ÅVirtual Learning Network 

 



 



Singapore 

ÅSingapore: 100% of Secondary schools use 
online learning 

ÅAll teachers trained to teach online 

ÅBlended Learning Environments 

ÅE-Learning Weeks 

 



Hong Kong 
ïBlended learning for Continuity of Learning 

 



How Students Learn 



Questions 

Dr. Allison Powell 

apowell@inacol.org 
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E-Learning in Africa 

Robert Spielvogel 
 Chief Technology Officer 



edc.org 

EDC 

Å Global nonprofit organization that designs, delivers 
and evaluates innovative programs to address some of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
health, and economic opportunity 

Å 1600 employees worldwide 

Å Active in all 50 states and 35+ countries in 2008 alone 

Å Over 350 active projects this year 

Å Our work ranges from small seed projects to district- 
and country-wide reform efforts. 
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Our work in Africa 

Å literacy and basic education,  
Å youth livelihoods and workforce development,  
Å the application of technologies 

 
Within these three areas, programs support national 
school reform efforts, HIV/AIDS prevention and other 
health promotion, and communities and local governing 
ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ǎǘǊŀƴŘ ƻŦ 95/Ωǎ work focuses on 
helping countries expand economic opportunity and build 
civic society 
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Where we work in Africa 

Benin 

Comoros Islands 

Democratic Republic of 
Congo 

Egypt 

Ghana 

Liberia 

Kenya 

Madagascar 

Malawi 

Mali 

Rwanda 

Somalia-Somaliland 

South Sudan 

Sudan 

Tanzania 

Zambia 
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http://idd.edc.org/where_we_work/mali
http://idd.edc.org/where_we_work/rwanda
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http://idd.edc.org/where_we_work/tanzania
http://idd.edc.org/where_we_work/zambia
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Overview 

African Landscape - Education and ICTs 

 

Exemplary Projects 

 

Research and Best Practices 

 

Resources 
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Education ς Progress and Challenges 

Demographics  - Very Young 
    - 2010 43% under age 15 

Progress towards EFA 

 Access  -  6 fold increase in primary enrolment 

       -   9 fold increase in secondary enrolment 

 Retention ς some countries have > 40% completion of  

      compulsory education  
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Issues 

ÅMaterials  

 

ÅTeachers 

 

ÅQuality 
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ICT in Africa  - Bandwidth  

2001 2011-2013 
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ICT in Africa ς Policies and Attitudes 

Å Widespread acceptance of ICT as a significant factor in 
economic development 

Å Regulatory climate 

Å Support/Interest in Open Education Resources 

Å Support for School ICT Initiatives 
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ICT in Africa - Mobiles 

Å2010 ς 45 people per 1000 have cell phone subscription plans   
Other sources cite (ITU) a 28% subscription rate  - it is growing 
exponentially 

 

Å In key segments such as teachers and pre-service teachers 
mobile ownership is close to 90%. 

 

ÅYouth ownership 
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Focus on Mali 

Å In Mali 20% of children are not in school 

Å 83% of 2nd graders were unable to read even one work of a 
simple, grade appropriate text 

Å 95/Ωǎ wƻŀŘ ǘƻ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 
Education to develop and implement a rich reading program 
for resource-lean environments 

Å Reaches over 12,000 teachers and 600,000 students 
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Mali - EReaders 
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getting books into little hands 
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Mali 

class set of 2-5 eReaders 

loaded with: 

Å 60 stories (project written) 

Å 61 African folk tales 

Å 9 European folk tales 

Å 43 Nursery rhymes 

Å 50 pictures with vocabulary words 

reading corner (individual or small group) 

drawing / vocabulary work 

use eReaders as a learning center for children to explore in free time 
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Mali Road to Reading: Smartphones for 
Improved Teaching 



edc.org 

ÅStudent-centered lessons in reading 
(and science) posted on web 

ÅTeachers and their directors trained to 
download lessons and feedback forms 
on GPRS-enabled phones (Nokia E71)  

ÅFeedback submitted by SMS  

ÅGood enthusiasm and pedagogical 
success  

 

 

Pilot  

Key Objective: Improve teacher quality 
of instruction by providing access to 
lesson plans by smartphone 


