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Online Learning in the United States 

ÅStates with online learning policies: 50 

Å State virtual schools/statewide initiatives for online learning: 
40 

Å States with full-time online learning programs: 30 + DC 

Å States enacting legislation for online learning policy in last 
year: 16 

ÅDistrict programs ï new learning models using online and 
blended learning within single districts 

Å Blended learning  

Å Instructional materials and open access - with common core, 
districts and states developing materials for PD, content and 
learning materials are moving toward open policies for content 
created with taxpayer dollars so it can be shared across 
schools 
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iNACOL International Report (2011) 

Å60% of countries surveyed reported government funding for 

online and blended learning programs at elementary and 

secondary levels 

ÅChinaôs first online school created in 1996; today expanded to 

more than 200 online schools with enrollments exceeding 

600,000 students 

Å In British Columbia, online schools provide complete 

programs or individual courses to 71,000 students which is 

about 12% of the student population 

Å 2010, Hong Kong enacted a policy recommendation for digital 

learning that ñdebundledò textbooks and teaching materials to 

make them more affordable and accessible to schools 

 



Canada 
ÅKï12 distance education continues to grow in Canada, 

although that growth is uneven and only experienced in 
certain jurisdictions.  

Å Activity is happening in all thirteen provinces and territories 
ïBritish Columbia having the highest number and highest 

percentage of student participation and Nunavut having the 
lowest.  

ÅContinues to be a heavy reliance on print-based methods of 
distance education delivery in some jurisdictions. 

Å Blended Learning ï Using technology in the classroom (not 
similar to the US) 

ÅOnline learning seen as an option to be used when face-to-
face learning is not available or not feasible. 

Å A variety of ways the provinces and territories have 
implemented  K-12 distance education, similar to US.   

 



Mexico 

ÅK-12 Digital Content, Laptop for Every Teacher, Pre-

service methods using engaging digital content, new 

strategies 



European Union 
ÅEU:  

ïEU E-Learning Action Plan 

ïIB Diploma Programme  
Online (125 countries) 

ïNew Line Learning Schools 

ÅUK: E-Learning Exports - 29 billion pounds 
annually; deal with China 

ïEducation as an export 

 



Turkey, the Middle East  

& Arab Spring 
ÅTurkey: online courses 

ÅArab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States 


