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About Headsprout

- Headsprout is an adaptive learning software company that
creates reading products that are effective, easy to use,
engaging and fun. Headsprout was founded in 1999 and is
based out of Seattle, WA.

« Mission: To be a major force in helping eliminate illiteracy in
young children around the world

now part of Mimio’

Interactive Teaching Technologies



Headspreut

Growing Successful Learners™

Presenters

Presenters:

Marta Leon, Ph.D.
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Transferring Skills to Tests
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Director, Instructional Development
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Transfer of Skills to Test Situations HeadSPKQUt
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 Most test preparation gives students tips and quips, but does
not prepare them for tests or provide actual test practice.
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What Do We Mean by “Transfer”? Headspreut
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Processes that are often confused:
— Retention
e Remember information

— Transfer (also called “generalization”)
e Apply information to new cases or to solve problems
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e Students repeat what they have learned

an makes the sound /an/ Saythis soundan

¢KS @G2NR adzy O
a) not late

b) not sure

c) not funny

G! YOSNI I A ystire Y

When a story talks about one
GKAYy3 0KS Y2ai
story is mostly about.

We can find what a story is
mostly about by
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Retention During Tests

 Largely dependent on “memory”
 Helped by recent review, practice, repetition, low anxiety

 Not highly valued as instructional outcome
— Lowestlevel in taxonomies of educational goals

— De-emphasized in skill-oriented, project-based, creative
environments
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Transfer

Students apply learned skills to novel cases

Look at these lettersan
Eachtime | say a word that has
those letters, raise your hand

al NB RA Ry wantedié
walk or ride her bike. She was
about what to do.

an makes the sound /an/

G YOSNIi I Ay é
sure

When a story talks about
2y S GKAY 3 {IlReadthis story. Then, find what

what thestory is mostly the story is mostly about
about.
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Main Factors Preventing Transfer HeadSkaUt@
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1. Guessing
2. Meaningless practice
3. Disruption in stimuli

4. Lack of question variation
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Guessing

« The main impediment to transferring skills is students’
inclination to guess.

« Where does this inclination come from?
 Guessing “pays off” sometimes

« Guessing is easier than answering carefully
e« Time pressure pushes students toward guessing

« Some teachers and texts tell students to guess!
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Combating Guessing

« |If strategies are involved, students need to become truly fluent
in the strategies, to the point that they can apply the strategies
comfortably even under time pressure

 Fluency
e accuracy + speed
e “second nature”, automatic, effortless
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Meaningless Practice

« Practice tests are not helpful if students are not applying
strategies during practice tests.

« They are just practicing more guessing
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Combating Meaningless Practice HeadSpr\QUt
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1. Divide test into smaller sections
2. Estimate the time required to finish one section

3. Have students complete that section in the time provided,
while applying the strategies learned

4. Gradually add more sections and more time to build
endurance
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Disruption in Stimuli

e Abrupt changes in stimuli are a known cause of disrupted
performance

e Changes in stimuli include changes in:
 Location
e Seating arrangement
e Materials
« Time of day
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Preventing Disruption in Stimuli Headspr&uf
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e Practice for the test under the same conditions that will be
present during the test:

 Location

e Seating arrangement

e Materials

« Time of day

e |nstructions (or lack thereof)
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Lack of Question Variation

What is the mainidea of this  What is the main topic of this
story? story?

What do you think Terra will ~ What is the next thing that will

do next? probably happen in the story?
What does the word The definition of the word
“cautious” mean? “cautious” is:
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Preparing Students for
Question Variation

e Vary questions, texts, tasks, and possible answers

 Have students generate possible questions for test practice that
are novel and different
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Headsprout Programs
Skill Transfer to Tests

 Programs focus on explicit strategies
 Decoding and word attack strategies
 Reading comprehension strategies and deriving meaning
from context

« Guessing discouraged by rewarding being correct on first
attempt

* Questions vary systematically (typical multiple choice, cloze,
diagrams, animations)
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Improve Your Reading
Testing Success

Kathy Adams
Instructional Specialist
Las Cruces Public Schools
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Meet MacArthur Magic’s Headsprout

Growing Successful Learners™

Total enrollment: 464

« Male: 49%
e Female: 51%
e All Hispanics: 93%
 (Caucasian: 6%

e ELL: 43%
e (Gifted: 1%

 SPED: 16%

e Economically Disadvantaged 100%

Carla Rodriguez
Principal
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MacArthur Challenges

100% Economically

Disadvantaged
High % of Homeless
Funding cuts
Parent expectations
High ELL population
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Transfer Knowledge to the Test R P

Transfer of Learning is the application of skills, knowledge,
and/or attitudes that were learned in one situation and applied to
another learning situation. This increases the speed of learning.

« Reading Proficiency

« Research
« Five critical components of reading instruction

« phonemic awareness
e phonics

o fluency

e vocabulary

e comprehension
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Key Methods to Improve Headsprout
Reading Testing Results Growing Successful Learners*

e Build a solid foundation

e Ril
e Literacy Groups: Tier 1
e« Headsprout: Tier 2& 3
My Sidewalks: Tier 2 & 3
 Reading Street Rtl kits: Tier 2 & Tier 3

« Headsprout
Engaging
Interactive
Research Based
Up to date
Guaranteed
Productive
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Rtl In Action Headsprout
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We love Headsprout! Placing our star on our path!

Working on Headsprout
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Test Scores Headsprout
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Tests scores are important!

« Parents

e to gauge their children's academic strengths and
weaknesses

e« Teachers
e to gauge their success with students

« Students
 to make grade appropriate gains in scores
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Test Scores

Tests scores are important!

e Community
e to judge the quality of their teachers and administrators

e State & Federal Law Makers
e to hold public schools accountable for providing the high-
quality education every child deserves.
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Adaptive Instruction

« Headsprout has developed a patented, adaptive instructional
process to ensure every child learns.
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MacArthur - Headsprout
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MacArthur - Headsprout

e Ritl
« Computer Lab

e K-2

Bottom 5 in each class

Added students from Tier Il this year
Teachers have option

Pilot program for District of 24,000 students
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MacArthur - Headsprout

» Services provided by Instructional Specialist
e Results of progress shared with teachers
 Episode results available immediately

« Books can be printed as soon as students have completed
episode

« Documentation for SAT
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Headsprout and MacArthur

Headsprout guarantees that every
Kindergarten or 1st-Grade student who
completes Headsprout Early Reading
will be reading at grade level.
Headsprout will refund the price
paid for any K-1 student who
completes the program but is not
reading at grade level.
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