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previous year’s plan. It included
a 5.7 percent boost to the basic
education subsidy, however, made
possible by about $655 million in
federal support from the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act. The subsidy, the largest
piece of the state’s precollegiate
funding picture, increased by
$300 million, to $5.5 billion. Total
precollegiate spending rose 3 perSenate House
(D)
(R)
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cent, to $9.3 billion.
Gov. Rendell, a Democrat, had
made the basic-subsidy increase
a precondition of any budget deal,
since it is a key part of Pennsylvania’s new funding formula.
The weighted funding formula
was to be phased in over six
years, with a $430 million increase in the basic education subsidy planned for its second year,
fiscal 2010. But budgetary realities forced a smaller increase of

address the state’s budget woes,
it would help school districts contemplating draconian cuts that
could affect instruction, said Brad
Biladeau, the associate executive
for government relations at the
Michigan Association of School
Administrators.
“I don’t think it’s a panacea by
any stretch of the imagination, but
any funds available to keep teachers in the classroom and avoid
massive layoffs is going to be welcome news,” Mr. Biladeau said.
“Local school districts in Michigan
have already cut to the bone.”
The 3.2 million-member National Education Association,
which championed the measure,
heralded its passage and urged
the U.S. Senate to act quickly.
“The timely injection of federal
funds into states’ coffers is ... necessary, to keep schools open and
running by education support
professionals, teachers teaching
and students learning at a time
when many students are experiencing tremendous stress due to
the economy,” Dennis Van Roekel,
the president of the nea, said in a
statement.
The Senate’s version of a jobs
package will likely be released
next month, said Kate Cyrul, a
spokeswoman for Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, who is chairman of
both the Senate Appropriations
subcommittee that oversees education spending, and the Senate
Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions Committee.

‘Speedy Support’
The language of the new bill
includes no specific mandate surrounding key education-redesign
priorities written into the stimulus legislation.
States that want to tap the fiscal
stabilization fund under the arra
have to agree to make progress on

$300 million.
In the final budget deal, the
governor preserved level funding
for his signature early-childhood
programs, but had to give up others, such as classroom-technology
and tutoring programs. The budget also drained the state’s $755
million “rainy day” fund.
Part of the delay in the budget
was due to a dispute between the
governor and Republicans in the
legislature, who wanted to use a
greater share of federal stimulus
funding and a lesser share of the
rainy-day fund than Gov. Rendell
did to plug budget gaps.
Pennsylvania ended a two-year
battle over its new high school
exams in 2009. The state board of
education and an independent review panel approved the phase-in
of 10 end-of-course tests, and decided that they will count for onethird of students’ course grades,
but did not require students to
pass them to graduate. To make
graduation decisions, districts
can use the “Keystone Exams” or
substitute Advanced Placement,
International Baccalaureate, or
locally designed tests. 
—C.G.
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Spending Bill Gives Education Slight Hike
Percent
change
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Fiscal
year
2009

Fiscal
year
2010

President’s
request

Stimulus

$14.5
billion

$14.5
billion

$13
billion

$10
billion

0%

$545
million

$545
million

$1.5
billion

$3
billion

0

$11.5
billion

$11.5
billion

$11.5
billion

$11.3
billion

0

$11.9
million

0

0

0

-100

$97.2
million

$400
million

$487.2
million

$200
million

+311.2

$1.13
billion

$1.16
billion

$1.13
billion

0

3.1

*

$50
million

$50
million

*

*

*

$10
million

$10
million

*

*

Striving Readers,
traditionally an adolescent-literacy program, was
transformed into a comprehensive K-12 literacy
program and given a big increase.
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Title I grants
to districts to help cover the cost of educating
disadvantaged students were flat-funded, excluding a
major boost in the stimulus law.

Title I School Improvement Grants,
which help states turn around schools that are struggling
to meet the goals of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, were identified for a major boost in the
president’s budget, but were ultimately level-funded.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

four assurances, including improving teacher quality and distribution, strengthening standards and
assessments, bolstering state data
systems, and stepping up efforts
to turn around low-performing
schools.
But the House jobs bill includes
language saying those assurances don’t specifically apply to
the legislation. A congressional
aide said that the decision was
a technical one and not intended
to loosen conditions for use of the
money.
The provision “removes a redundancy to bring speedy support to
education jobs,” the aide said.
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan said in a statement that
nothing will change with regard
to the assurances, even though
the bill doesn’t specifically require
states to sign off on them in order
to receive the jobs funding.
“The additional $23 billion in
this bill will provide states with
critical funding to keep teachers
teaching and students learning,”
Secretary Duncan said in a written statement. “The Department
of Education will continue to require states to fulfill their commitments” in the four assurance
areas.
But a spokesman for Rep. John
Kline of Minnesota, the top Republican on the House Education and
Labor Committee, said that by not
specifically requesting assurances,
the bill’s supporters could be letting states off the hook.
“This bill is in essence doling
out money and asking nothing in
return,” Ryan Murphy, Mr. Kline’s
spokesman, said in an e-mail.
“The American people are asking why this legislation is a good
idea when the first trillion-dollar
go-around at this type of so-called
‘stimulus’ has proven to be a phenomenal failure replete with lackluster job creation.”

n

state grants to help cover the cost of educating students
in special education were level-funded, although the
program got a major boost in the stimulus.

Character Education
was proposed for elimination in the president’s budget.
The Senate Appropriations Committee restored the
funding in its bill. but the program was ultimately
zeroed out.

Teacher Incentive Fund,
which gives grants to districts to create pay-forperformance programs, was the administration’s top
education priority. It received a major spending hike,
despite a tight year.

21st Century Community Learning Centers
were singled out by then-candidate Obama Barack as
worthy of increased funding, so advocates for afterschool programs financed under this initiative were
disappointed by a proposal for level funding. The centers
ultimately got a slight boost in the final spending bill.

High School Initiative
is a new program to bolster innovative strategies for
increasing graduation rates, especially in schools with
acute dropout problems.

Promise Neighborhoods
is a new program that will provide grants to
community-based organizations to develop efforts to
help children deemed at risk succeed in school. Such
supports could include prekindergarten, after-school
programs, and college planning.

which Mr. Obama had pledged during the 2008
campaign to increase, received a significant boost in a
tight budget year.

* New program created in fiscal 2010 spending bill.
Source: U.S. Department of Education

