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What IS the Read Aloud Project 
(RAP)? 
ÅA collaborative, teacher lead project to create 

interactive read aloud lessons for K-2 classrooms for 
anyone to use 
 
ÅRAP has so far created over 120 lessons which: 
ÅDemonstrate how the literacy strands are designed to work 

together 
ÅAre rich and lively for students and teachers alike 
ÅContain many that align to common science and social studies 

topics 
Å Model how reading comprehension can be learned before 

students can read rich text for themselves 
ÅBuild knowledge and vocabulary for all students 
ÅAre ongoing! Collaborative trainings continue. 

 



What is the need RAP fills? 

ÅOffers a new way to think about reading aloud to 
students 
ÅOffers clear guidance for how foundational reading and 

the ELA standards are designed to work together  
ÅHelps K-н ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŎƪ ΨŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǊŜŀŘȅΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜ 
levels 
ÅHelps undo the damage caused by rigid rules about the 
Ψфл ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ōƭƻŎƪΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ b/[. ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜƭƭ-
intended reforms 
ÅHelps re-open classroom doors to the wide world 

beyond 
 
 



Where do I access the RAP lessons and templates?          
Two places.  Achieve the Core and Edmodo 

ÅYou can access both from inside www.achievethecore.org 

ÅIndicate you are a teacher/coach interested in ELA for grades 
K-2 

 

http://www.achievethecore.org/


{ŜƭŜŎǘ Ψ¢Ǌȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΩ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
sample lessons.  
 



 Browse by 
Category 



Choose a Book Title 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ 
picture books, 
chapter books 
and articles. 



Download a Lesson Plan 



For access to the RAP Community on 
Edmodo: 



Set up a free teacher account at 
www.edmodo.com 



Access to Materials 

 

On the left side of your home screen, it will say 
άDǊƻǳǇǎέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ҍ 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ άDǊƻǳǇǎέ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ άWƻƛƴέΦ ¢ȅǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳǇ 
Code below: 

 

Edmodo Group Code for RAP (Read Aloud Project) 

pkx52i 
 



From your 
home screen, 
you should 
ƴƻǿ ǎŜŜ άwŜŀŘ 
!ƭƻǳŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ 
ƻǊ ά.ŀǎŀƭ 
Alignment 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ 
under 
άDǊƻǳǇǎέΦ /ƭƛŎƪ 
on this tab. 
 



/ƘƻƻǎŜ άCƻƭŘŜǊǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ 
your screen 



Download a Lesson Plan 



Additional Resources: 
 

Å"Both And" - a resource guide for how to insure 
Common Core alignment in your Guided Reading 
classroom 

ÅThe Matthew Effect - video presenting the research and 
explaining why it is crucial to build vocabulary and 
knowledge as early as possible. 

 

Thank you for joining us - on to Nikki! 

Meredith Liben 

mliben@studentsachieve.net  

www.achievethecore.org   
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http://achievethecore.org/content/upload/Both And Literacy Instruction K-5  A Proposed Paradigm Shift for CCSS ELA and Literacy.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2d628u7k5270wqt/AAAbEf9mrgixWfyW-2ublZ5Wa?dl=0
mailto:mliben@studentsachieve.net
http://www.achievethecore.org/
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΚ 

RAP 
ÁPurposefully planned 
ÁVariety of standards 
ÁFocuses on skills and 

knowledge 
ÁText Dependent 

Questions 
ÁComplex Text 
ÁEmphasizes 

Vocabulary 

Traditional Read Aloud 
ÁNot always 

purposefully planned 
ÁFocused mainly on 
ΨǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΩ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 

Á5Ǌŀǿǎ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
prior knowledge 

ÁGrade appropriate 
texts 

ÁPre-teaching of 
vocabulary 
 



Ways to Use a RAP Lesson 

 

ÁUsing it as is 
ÁaƻŘƛŦȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
ÁWriting your own 



!ǎ ŀ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΧΦYŜȅ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ YŜŜǇ 
In Mind 

Á Read Text 

Á Read Lesson 

Á Take Notes 

Á Prepare Materials 

Á Be Reflective 



The RAP in Action 



Standards and Big Idea 

Big Ideas/Key Understandings/Focusing Question 
 
What were the challenges that Ruby Bridges faced when she 
was in first grade and why were they so challenging for her?  
What characteristics helped her to overcome these challenges, 
and what were the results of her actions? 



1st Read 



2nd Read 



Additional Reads with Text Dependent 
Questions 

Pg. 10-15 
How did the citizens of New Orleans feel about Ruby 

Attending the William Franz School? How do you 
know? 

 
Pg. 18-19 
²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ aǊǎΦ IŜƴǊȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ LΩŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

her and wonder how she did it. How she went by 
those mobs and sat there all by herself and yet 
ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǎƻ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΦέ 



Culminating Task and Additional 
Activities 

Final Day With The Book-Culminating Task 

ÅWrite to describe the challenges the Ruby Bridges 
faced in the United States when she was six years 
old.  What characteristics helped her to overcome 
these challenges and how did her actions affect 
others?  Be sure to use examples from the text to 
support your answer. 



Culminating Task and Additional 
Activities cont. 

Sample Student Response: 
Ruby Bridges faced many challenges when she was six years old.  She 
was ordered by a judge to attend the William Franz Elementary School, 
which was a school for white students only.  For months, she walked to 
school through an angry mob that yelled at her and called her names.  
She worked in an empty classroom with just her and her teacher, but 
loved to learn and worked hard.  Her family taught her to work hard 
and to love others.  Ruby had a lot of courage and was brave walking 
to school every day.  Ruby never got angry at the mob of people, and 
she never stopped coming to school.  In fact, she prayed for the angry 
people every day, which showed her amazing forgiveness.  Eventually, 
others returned to school and began to understand that people with 
different colored skin can learn and go to school together.  Today Ruby 
is very successful and even works and even works to help parents get 
more involved in school. 



Benefits of RAP 

Teacher Benefit 

Á Quality instruction 

Á Difference in RAP 
and read aloud 

Á CƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
learning  

Á Multiple standards 
addressed 

Student Benefit 

Á Allows to access 
quality text 

Á Discourse 

Á Writing to text 

Á Connections of real 
world experiences 



For additional information please 
feel free to contact me. 

Nikki Longmore 

njlongmore@interact.ccsd.net 





An on-demand archive of this 
webinar will be available at  

www.edweek.org/go/webinar  
in less than 24 hrs.  

 



New Strategies for Reading Aloud to K-2 Students 

 
Required Reading from Education Week:   
 

Spotlight on English/Language Arts for K-8 
The English/language arts skills taught in elementary and middle school are 
ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
Spotlight, learn how teachers can spark student interest in reading, how 
some schools are automating student writing evaluations, and how 
personalized learning can boost English/language arts instruction. 
 
 

http://www.edweek.org/ew/marketplace/products/spotlight-on-english-language-arts-for-k-8.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/marketplace/products/spotlight-on-english-language-arts-for-k-8.html
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