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1st Grade Reading Scores Predict 4th 
Grade Reading Performance. 
Dr. Connie Juel (1988) showed a 
.88 correlation of 1st with 4th Grade 
Reading Performance. 

 

Best Predictor of 8th Grade Reading 
Performance 

 

 

 

 



Best Predictor of High School Drop Outs  
Four Times more Likely to Drop Out 

Best Predictor of Incarceration Rates 
Three Times more Likely to go to Prison 

Best Predictor of Prison Beds Needed 
Not used by Prisons or Prison Directors to plan 
numbers of beds, but perhaps should be - 
http:// www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2012/07/an-urban-myth-
that-should-be-true/259329/  
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All of this has led to the conclusion that 
increasing 3rd Grade Reading proficiency will 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ŏŀǳǎŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΧΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

Correlation cannot be used to infer causation! 



This notion is traceable to Dr. Jeanne S. /ƘŀƭƭΩǎ 
(1983) Stages of Reading Development.  

 

 

 

 

 

Common Core State Standards require students 
to read to learn from the start. More reading of 
informational texts! 

 



K. Mohr (2002) researched the book preferences of 190 first-
grade children in north Texas.  They were given seven picture 
books to choose from: narrative, information, poetry, Spanish, 
Hispanic Characters, English, & English Characters.  84% of ALL 
children interviewed chose one book to keep (which they 
indeed received to keep).  It was an information book in English 
ς Animals Nobody Loves.  Mohr commented, young children 
seem to see books as windows to their world rather than as 
mirrors of themselves. 
aƻƘǊΣ YΦ !Φ WΦ όнллоύΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΥ ! ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ bƻƴ-Hispanic first-graders.  
Reading Psychology: An International Quarterly, 24 (2), 163-176. 



Research by Kamil & Lane (1997, a, b) showed that 
first-grade students who were taught to read with 
information texts made normal or above-average 
progress and that it is not only possible but desirable 
to teach students at the first-grade level about 
information text genres, features, and usesΦέ 
Kamil, M. L., & Lane, D. (1997). A classroom study of the efficacy of using information text for first grade reading instruction. Presented to the American 
Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.  Retrieved April, 2004 at http://www.stanford.edu/~mkamil/  

Kamil, M. L., & Lane, D. (1997). A follow-up report on the classroom study of the efficacy of using information text for first grade reading instruction. 
Presented to the National Reading Conference, Scottsdale, AZ. Retrieved April, 2004 at http://www.stanford.edu/~mkamil/  
 

Research by Stahl, Heubach, & Cramond (1997) 
indicates that intensive study of text can improve 
comprehension abilities of primary-grade learners. 
Stahl, S. A., Heubach, K., & Cramond, P.  (1997).  Fluency-oriented reading instruction (Reading Research Report No. 79).  Athens, GA: National Reading 
Research Center. 

 



Most elementary teachers have had only one to 
two courses on how to teach children to read in 
their teacher preparation. 

 

 

 

{ƻƳŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ  

     teach the essential elements of early  

     reading. 


