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Foreword
In 2000, Educational Research Service teamed with futurist Gary
Marx to produce the book Ten Trends . . . Educating Children for a
Profoundly Different Future. That publication has drawn significant
attention to the urgency of considering the implications of trends
in shaping the futures of educational systems and other institutions. Since then, demand continued to grow for the next generation of the resource valued by thousands of educators as well as
leaders in business, government, and the community at large. That
is why the Marx-ERS team has reunited to produce this expanded
and complex new book.
Sixteen Trends . . . Their Profound Impact on Our Future is by no
means the final word on trends affecting our society. It focuses on
just a few of the hundreds of trends that will likely have a profound
impact on our institutions and on each of our lives. As we think
about the future, this book is not intended to end the conversation but rather to start it. A smaller book, An Overview of Sixteen
Trends, is also available to carry basic information about trends and
their implications to expanded numbers of people.
Each of the chapters in this book focuses on one major trend, first
summarizing the trend and then outlining the trend’s implications
for society and education. Each chapter concludes with a listing of
questions and activities to stimulate further thought, discussion,
and action. These questions and activities are believed to be especially useful to current and future educational leaders, system study
groups, and planning teams. Each chapter also includes a listing of
suggested resources for additional reading and consideration.



This book is intended to provoke the thinking of anyone in society,
from individual voters to policy makers, who stands in a position
to shape the future of our schools and education systems, businesses, communities, and even the whole of our society. It is meant
to stimulate planning, breakthrough thinking, risk taking, and
thoughtful action. Ideas for using the publication are provided in
the Introduction chapter under the heading “How can I use this
publication?” Additional ideas are offered in the final chapter of the
book.
However you use them, we hope the points made within these
pages will ignite interest that challenges the status quo and .
encourages imagination.
Katherine A. Behrens.
Chief Operating Officer.
Educational Research Service
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